
New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends

Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

January 15, 2023

Attendance:

Clerk: Katherine Alford (Morningside)

Recording Clerk: Sarah Way (Brooklyn)

Brooklyn: 15

Fifteenth Street: 11

Flushing:  1

Manhattan:  2

Morningside:  15

Staten Island: 1

NYQM interim exec dir: Betsy Smulyan

Brooklyn Friends School: 3

Mary McDowell Friends School: 2

Friends Seminary: 1

Visitors/Unidentified:  1

2023.01.01. The meeting settles into silence at 1:14 p.m. in Brooklyn Meeting’s worship room.

Out of the silence Katherine Alford, clerk, shares these readings:

In each of us the Spirit is manifested in one particular way, for some useful purpose.....But

all these gifts are the work of one and the same Spirit, distributing them separately to

each individual at will. For Christ is like a single body with its many limbs and organs,

which, many as they are, together make up one body. Faith and Practice.

Our attempt to treat all other persons with respect, integrity, and love informs our

practice and concerns in all our lives, from close interpersonal relationships to the

conduct of meetings for business, to the search for international peace. It may be that we

shall find unity in Jesus’s simple admonition to “Love one another as I have loved you”

(John 13:34 KJV)

2023.01.02. The clerk introduces herself and gives some technical notes for this hybrid meeting.

2023.01.03. Glenn Josey gives the clerk’s report from the Trustees, attached. Ted Bongiovanni,

member of Brooklyn Meeting, has accepted the position of Executive Director for NYQM. The

search committee for this position heard from all meetings during listening sessions and will

work with Ted on what they heard. Friends welcome Ted. Trustees minuted their gratitude for

Betsy Smulyan’s work as Interim Director; her last day is Feb. 3. Ted introduces himself and

expresses joy over beginning this work. The Search Committee (Glenn Josey, Joan Malin, Pam

Wood, Morgan Harting, Dan Seeger, Sheila O’Hara, Katherine Alford, and Interim Director Betsy

https://nycquakers.org/2023/01/13/2023-01-15_trusteereport/


Smulyan) and Friend Peter Laughter are thanked for their faithful efforts. Friends accept the

report.

2023.01.04. Dan Seeger, Treasurer, gives the Audit and Budget Report, attached. Friends

approve the proposed budget. An audit is in process and will be presented in April.

2023.01.05. Dan Seeger then gives a report as his role of Treasurer of the quarter.  Financially

responsible property management requires instituting a Capital Renewal and Replacement

budget to cover regular improvements and repairs. Dan, the Trustees, and the new Executive

Director will be working on creating this budget over the next year. Friends receive the report.

2023.01.06. An update from the Nominating Committee is given by Barbara Barnard. The report

is attached. The proposed nominations and requests for release are approved.

2023.01.07. The Nominating Committee proposes these changes to help them fill committee

spots when a monthly meeting does not nominate a member:

1. The Nominating Committee should contact the clerk or clerks of each Monthly Meeting

that has not yet made its nominations to learn when and whether that Meeting expects

to be able to do so.

2. If the Monthly Meeting is not able to do so, the Nominating Committee may itself

nominate members to fill the slots. These nominations will be subject, as usual, to

approval by the Quarterly Meeting for business.

3. Members of the Nominating Committee nominated by the Nominating Committee itself

will be appointed for only one-year terms, rather than the usual three year terms. At the

conclusion of these one year terms the Monthly meetings will then be entitled to make

new nominations to the committee for the remainder of what would have been the

original three year term.

The full proposal is within the Nominating Committee report, attached. Friends approve these

changes.

2023.01.08. Ed Elder reports from the Ministry and Council Committee, including  CQL. M&C

provided several opportunities for our community to gather over the past few months. Report is

attached and accepted.

2023.01.09. Minutes to this point are read and approved with a few minor changes.

2023.01.10. Marna Herrity gives the report from Brooklyn Meeting, attached. Brooklyn offers

online, in person, and hybrid meetings for worship each week. The introduction of technology

to meetings for worship has been, at times, divisive, and an ad hoc committee is working on this

https://nycquakers.org/2023/01/13/2023-01-15_auditbudget/
https://nycquakers.org/2023/01/12/2023-01-15_nominationingcommitteeroster/
https://nycquakers.org/2023/01/12/20230115_nominatingcommitteereport/
https://nycquakers.org/2023/01/12/bmm-january-2023-report-to-nyqm/
https://nycquakers.org/2023/01/12/bmm-january-2023-report-to-nyqm-2/


problem. A new “team” clerking model has been introduced. First Day School, childcare, and

social hour has resumed. Friends accept the report.

2023.01.11. Beth Schneider reports from Mary McDowell Friends School (attached). The school

is enriched by its connection with Brooklyn Meeting and appreciates the work of the

MMFS-BMM Care Relationship Committee. The report includes links to some historical articles

about Mary MacDowell. A photo from the founding of the school is shared and is included in

the report. Debbie Zlotowitz is retiring after 30 years as head of the school. A speech she gave,

on the value of Quaker education, is also included in the report. The school community feels the

ties between Quaker education and special education very strongly. Friends accept the report.

2023.01.12. Ed Oliver and members of the BFS community Crissy Caceres and Suzie Matthews

give the report from Brooklyn Friends School, attached. Like MMFS, BFS values being able to

regularly experience the sacred space of the Brooklyn Meetinghouse. The theme of the report is

“Way Will Open.” The Quaker testimonies lead the way in navigating the educational program

and the culture in the school. Spring 2022 was a season of activism and activity, with the

relaunch of student affinity groups and a season of celebration with an in person

commencement. Fall 2022 marks a new connection with the community with the closing of

Pearl Street to all vehicles during the school day. Students returned to updated spaces and

addressed youth challenges through community action. A new tradition was started called

“Walk into the Heart of BFS.” School parent and Trustee Penny Windle speaks about how this

event serves as an introduction to the school and its expectations of stewardship, integrity, and

community. The school has provided professional growth and training on Quaker education and

practices for school faculty, students, and families. BFS formed a partnership with a closing

Williamsburg school, offering expedited admissions to their students. The next school year,

2023-24, will bring dedicated leadership to how Quakerism lives in all aspects of the school’s

programs, identity, and impact. The report closed with a brief video featuring BFS students

celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr. Friends accept the report.

2023.01.13. Carol Summar gives the report from Fifteenth Street Meeting, attached.

Attendance at meetings for worship has been increasing. The peace vigil, shelter, and arts

committee continue to be active. The shelter operates five days a week and volunteer

opportunities are available. The report is accepted.

2023.01.14. Mark Doty presents the report from Friends Seminary with colleague Isaac

Henderson. The full report is available online and attached. The school uses the 15th street

meetinghouse and has fully returned in person. Mark went through some Quaker highlights.

The school is going through a renaissance caused by the return from the restrictions of COVID. A

Quakerism 101 presentation was given to the school community. The Center for Peace, Equity,

https://nycquakers.org/2023/01/11/18086/
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and Justice at the school has been renewed. This year, the theme of the school’s annual Peace

Week is gender equity. School trips and travel have resumed. Isaac highlighted the school’s

commitment to Quakerism. The school is working on increasing affordability and accessibility. A

new “Sky Space” installation by Quaker artist (member of Flagstaff Meeting) James Turrell will

open at the school sometime in the spring. Community service is an integral part of the student

experience. Friends accept the report.

2023.01.15. Glenn Josey points out that there is financial aid available for quarterly meeting

members to attend Brooklyn Friends and Friends Seminary; an application is available on the

website.

2023.01.16. Ted Lochwyn reports from Staten Island Meeting (attached). The meeting has been

holding worship in a hybrid model and will return to worship on the beach in the spring. Friends

receive the report.

2023.01.17. Gloria Thompson gives the report from Manhattan Meeting. The pastoral theme for

2022 was “fear not.” The meeting invites Quakers everywhere to join them for worship. The

meeting continues a partnership with a school in Kenya and a school in Jamaica. The report is

attached and accepted.

2023.01.18. Jason McGill gives the report from Morningside Meeting. The meeting has

experienced a resurgence in new attenders at their hybrid meetings for worship. Their

Committee on Peace and Social Concerns is very active. The report is attached and is accepted.

2023.01.19. Katherine reads the report from Flushing Meeting for Caroline Lane. Worship is

hybrid  in person and online. A meeting for worship for people of color is held. Clerk Jeffrey

Guyton has moved away temporarily. They ask Friends to hold the meeting in the light. The

report is attached and accepted.

2023.01.20. Announcements are shared. The date of the July quarterly meeting is corrected; it

is on July 15. Robert Baldridge announces upcoming annual MLK, Jr. Birthday Concert to Benefit

the Friends Shelter at 15th Street: The Meetinghouse Jazz Orchestra will perform at the 15th

Street Meetinghouse on Thursday, Jan. 26 at 7:00 p.m. There’s a suggested donation of $20.

2023.01.21. Minutes are approved.

2023.01.22. The meeting closes at 3:50 p.m. after some silence.

UPCOMING NYQM DATES:

https://nycquakers.org/2018/07/10/nyqm-educational-fund-application-form/
https://nycquakers.org/2023/01/12/2023-01-15_statenislandmm/
https://nycquakers.org/2023/01/12/manhattan-january-quarterly-meeting-2023/
https://nycquakers.org/2023/01/12/01152023-mmm-clerk-report-to-nyqm/
https://nycquakers.org/2023/01/12/2023-01-15_flushing_report/


2023:
April 16, 15th Street Monthly Meeting
July 15, Friends Cemetery
October 15, Morningside Meeting


