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Manhattan Monthly Meeting joint 15th Street Worship, led by Pastor David Herendeen, welcomed 2023 
guided by Scripture from Matthew 2: 13-23 and joyful hymn singing of: O Little Town of Bethlehem", "In 
the Bleak Mid-Winter",  and "God of Day and God of Darkness." He encouraged member of both 
Meetings to take an in-depth look at the scripture passage as it is," often overlooked in considering the 
Christmas story." Then posed the query, "What might it say to us?"       

During our December Meetings, we reflected on 2022 theme and after deep discernment "“Fear not”- 
as related to our life experiences, arose as our 2023 theme. As we journey throughout this New Year, 
may we hear Jesus saying, “fear not” in the midst of tough times.  

We invite members of the Quarter and Quakers everywhere to join in our hybrid Meetings for 
worship at 9:30 am on first and third First Days, in Room 1 and online second, fourth and fifth First Days 
as well as, a virtual prayer meeting on 3rd Thursdays at 7:00pm.  Please see our zoom link and 
telephone contacts at the Quarterly Meeting's website announcements page.      

Pastor David Herendeen, conducts worship 1st through 4th First Days. On fifth First Days, we have joint 
worship with Baltimore Friends Meeting.  Pastor Gilbert Imbayi, brings us the message at 9:30 AM and 
we worship with them at 11:00 AM. Our Meeting for Worship, with a concern for Business is held at 
11:00AM on first First Day.   

It is with joy that we welcome "Seekers" to our Spirit-led worship. We continue to let all members and 
attenders know that we care about their spiritual, social and emotional well-being through our gifts of 
prayers, witness out-reach program and contemplative worship.  We have an urgent concern that our 
Meeting is filtering away and has renewed outreach program to members and attenders with emphasis 
on young people.  Thanks to the Quarter for its favorable monetary contribution to our Witness Work. 

We continue to support Davanga School, Western Kenya, through our uniform program and fundraising 
drive to build well-needed additional classrooms.   We are also participating in Happy Grove High School, 
the only Quaker School in Jamaica, quest for digital devices to help needy students with virtual learning.  

During the Quarter that was, members participated in various Quaker held events, such as, daily virtual 
Zoom  Pendle Hill Worship, New York Yearly Meeting's Fall Sessions and FUM's Monthly Worship. 

As a Meeting, we are thankful that God has cloaked us with gratitude and commanded us to "Fear Not!" 
Throughout this New Year, these words, “fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your 
God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10 
will be in our hearts as a reminder of God's everlasting presence. 

  

Faithfully submitted 

Gloria Thompson (Co-Clerk) 


