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Dear Friends: 
 
Spirit is always listening!  In our last report to the Quarter, we anticipated a time when our 
hybrid attendance at Meeting for Worship would tip from mostly online to mostly in-person.  
 
Spirit heard us, and that time came in August!  For several weeks now, we’ve seen our 
attendance at Riverside surpass that of Friends joining online.  In addition to many long-
standing members and attenders who are now regularly gathering in our Meeting Room in 
Riverside Church, we also have had the joy of welcoming an increasing number of newcomers 
as well as visitors from other Meetings around the world.   
 
This has reminded all of us of the remarkable power of togetherness, which adds so much to 
worship.  And with this increase, we’ve quickly begun a return to many activities that so enrich 
our sense of community.  Among these, our post-worship food offerings have resumed, with 
delicious finger foods provided by an informal group of Friends each week.  And this summer 
saw a resumption of our “fourth Sunday Breakfast,” when the Meeting covers the cost of 
breakfast for any Members or Attenders who want to join at 9:30 AM in the Riverside Church 
Café each fourth Sunday.  And we continue to hope that young Friends will also come back, 
allowing us once again to hold First Day School and childcare. 
 
Even as we are together in joy in the Spirit, so too are we together in the Spirit in our grief.  A 
number of us at Morningside have lost relatives and loved ones in these past few months, and 
Morningside has lost our dear, beloved Friend David Fletcher, who passed away on September 
12th.  David was a Friend both gentle and weighty, and we find ourselves unmoored as we 
adjust to Morningside without his centered and loving presence.  David’s ministry among us 
was boundless: as a white friend who actively witnessed for overcoming white supremacy; as a 
manager of the google groups that keep us connected; and as a long-standing member of our 
Committee on Ministry and Counsel.  Even as we mourn, M&C is preparing a Memorial Minute 
and is also coordinating with David’s family on a Memorial Meeting to celebrate his life. 
 
In Friendship— 
 
Jason McGill 
Clerk 
Morningside Monthly Meeting 


