
New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends

Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business

Zoom/video-conferencing / should be in Prospect Park @ Quaker Cemetery

seventh month and seventeenth day, 2021

Attendance:
Present: Nancy Britton (Morningside), clerk.
Katherine Alford (Morningside) recording clerk.

Brooklyn Meeting 8
Fifteenth Street 9
Flushing 1
Manhattan 2

Morningside 9
Staten Island 1
NYQM General Manager 1
unidentified or visitors 8

Total 39

2021.07.01 Our Meeting for Business commences at 1 pm and out of the silence our clerk

reads the following:

“We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are confronted with the fierce

urgency of now. In this unfolding conundrum of life and history, there “is” such a thing as being

too late. This is no time for apathy or complacency. This is a time for vigorous and positive

action. “

Beyond Vietnam, A Time to Break Silence,” Dr. Martin Luther King, 1967

2021.07.02 The meeting approves Nancy Britton as interim clerk for the day.

2021.07.03 The meeting approves Katherine Alford as interim recording clerk for the day.

2021.07.04 The clerk reads the agenda and Friends approve.

2021.07.05 By consent, Friends approve the Joint Nominating roster. The roster is attached.

Nominating clerk, Elizabeth Powers, reads a brief process report.

Report is attached and accepted.

Friends acknowledge the service of the committee.

Friends support and acknowledge the nominating committee’s challenges. It has been difficult

to get Friends to join nominating committee, as well as to serve on our Quarterly committees.

Friends see this as a fundamental problem for the strength and future of our community.



The body directs the NYQM clerk to work with the monthly meetings clerks to address this

concern in their meetings and to report back to the Quarter at our October Quarterly meeting.

2021.07.06 The Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report is read by Joan Malin.

The report is attached and accepted

2021.07.07 Carol Summer reads the Fifteenth Street Meeting Report. The report is attached.

The report is attached and accepted.

2021.07.08 The Cemetery Report is read by clerk Bryan Oettel. The report is attached.

The report is attached and accepted

2021.07.09 Corona Machemer reads the NYQM Great Lakes Region (Africa) Education

Committee Annual Report. The report is attached and accepted

A Friend raises concerns for nominating to this committee from all meetings specifically from

Manhattan Monthly Meeting. The same Friend raised the need to support the Quaker school in

Kenya. The committee is working on a proposal on this concern for the NYQM. We look forward

to an interim report on their work at the next NYQM in October.

2021.07.10 The Communications report is read by Ann Kjellberg, clerk

The report is attached and accepted

2021.07.11 Flushing”s report is read by Hugo Lane. The report is attached and accepted

2021.07.12 Gloria Thompson reads Manhattan Meeting’s report.

The report is attached and accepted.

2021.07.13 Ministry and Council’s Annual Report is read by Ed Elder.

The report is attached and accepted

2021.07.14 Callie Janoff from Concerns for Quaker Life Working Group gives their summary

report on Quaker Needs begun in October 2020 and concluding in April 2021. The body is

reminded that their student intern, Daniel J. Debrucker, wrote a full report with documentation

on the “Study on The Needs And Concerns Of Elder Quakers In New York City” which is among

the reports uploaded on website’s July meeting tab. Questions and discussion follows. CQL’s

report and Debrucker’s Final Report is appended to these minutes.



The report is attached and accepted.

2021.07.15 CQL requests the Clerk to send these two reports to the Monthly Meeting clerks,

asking the clerks to disseminate the reports and to consider their findings and

recommendations in their business meetings, reporting back to the NYQM in October.

The four recommendations to consider and reply back to the NYQM in October are:

1. Create a detailed proposal of what could be developed to support older Friends’ housing

needs

2. Develop and maintain relationships between monthly meetings and one or two service

providers for older people

3. Grow a more cohesive capacity to communicate with individual NYC Friends

4. Foster a culture of trust

Friends approve the minute.

2021.07.16 Morningside’s report is read by Ed Elder. The report is attached and accepted.

2021.07.17 Morningside asks the Quarterly meeting to endorse their minute to encourage

the Japanese Government to not release radioactive water from the Fukushima Daiichi Power

plant into the Pacific Ocean starting in 2023. The body directs the NYQM clerk to forward this

minute to the NYYM for their endorsement. The minute also asks Friends to join Morningside in

the organization of a March on October 2, 2021. This will include other organizations. The

minute is attached.

Friends can find supporting documents on the website to this action.

Please contact June Tano to get involved.

June Tano  junt1239@gmail.com

2021.07.18 Staten Island’s report is read by Ted Lockwyn.

The report is attached and accepted

mailto:junt1239@gmail.com


Concluding message from our outgoing clerk, Nancy Britton:

As we emerge from this year and a half of pandemic, we find ourselves at an inflection point.

Tomorrow is today. Ruminating on this, these queries arose for me:

*What is most needed to strengthen the communal witness of our meetings to the local
community and beyond?

*How can we best discern our way forward for working in the Spirit of mutuality and
community?

Friends, this is the last Quarterly meeting I will be clerking, and I would like to take just a

moment as we close to reflect on this journey that we have been on together over the last three

and a half years. I began with the 2018 January Quarterly Meeting. This clerkship is bracketed

by concerns for our schools. We spoke truth to power, and we met in threshing sessions, we

discerned our first ever Year of Jubilee and began it with a joyous community picnic in our

cemetery two years ago today. Our Year of Jubilee was interrupted by a world-wide pandemic

and we missed our first ever Quarterly Meeting in fourth month 2020, resuming on

video-conferencing the following 7th month. Throughout these years we did faithful work

together raising new committees, laying down others, widening and deepening our connections

to each other, and mutually supporting each other and our communities in taking up the work

as it erupted around us. Our committees are truly blooming. So many Friends, so many gifts, we

are grateful for their service. We did this work together, we all clerked our meetings and

committees in the Spirit, seasoning, testing and discerning. I feel I have stood in the Light

learning from and listening to all of you and I thank you for this opportunity to be your clerk.

We concluded our business with worshipful silence at 3:26pm.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Glenn Josey, clerk Trustees, asks for Friends to join a Facility Coordinating Committee working

group to establish procedures for more diversity in hiring Contractors and Subcontractors.

Please reach out if you are interested in this work.

Interested? Contact:

David Carter dcarter@bhsusa.com

mailto:dcarter@bhsusa.com


Glenn Josey gjosey95@gmail.com

ClerkTrustee@nyqm.org

Quarterly Meetings 2021 – 2022 will be:

October 17, 2021 – Friends Please note this is a HYBRID meeting at 15th Street with on-line

(Note change from Morningside)

January 16, 2022 - Brooklyn 

April 17, 2022 - Morningside 

July 16, 2022 - Cemetery 

October 16, 2022 - Flushing 

ATTACHMENTS:
Nominating Committee Report Joint Nominating Roster: APPROVED
Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report
Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting
Flushing Monthly Meeting Report
Manhattan Monthly Meeting Report
Morningside Meeting Report
Staten Island Meeting Report
Manhattan Meeting Report
Cemetery Report
Communications Report
NYQM Great Lakes Region (Africa) Education Committee Report
Ministry and Counsel Report
Concern for Quaker Life Working Group Report.
Minute on Release of Radioactive Water from the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant:
APPROVED
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