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This report celebrates twenty years of service by our committee, with some members having
served since January 2001. Members are Marna Herrity, Clerk; Margery Cornwell; Mary Ann
Baily; Corona Machemer; and Tony Shitemi; Margaret Mulindi is no longer active. Jim Morgan
continues as co-opted project manager. We met 8 times this year, all remotely.

This past year, despite enormous disruption, we have done our best to carry out our
task of supporting 125 children and young people orphaned by AIDS, or in extreme
need, who are attending Kisangura Primary and Secondary Schools (both of them founded by
Friends) in Tanzania, East Africa. In November 2020 we sent $17,917.00 to Project Zawadi, our
agent in Africa for the past fifteen years, which then managed distribution of uniforms, shoes
and school supplies at Kisangura in mid-January 2020. As usual, we received convincing
documentation of students receiving their new goods. In addition, so far in 2021, we've sent
$21,340.00 to support fifteen graduates pursuing advanced studies. Two others, candidates for
bachelor's degrees at universities, require about $5,000.00 more by early September. That
comes to more than $44,000.00 altogether for 2020-2021.

Since Quarterly Meeting last July, we've gotten $43,941.00 in donations from 70 donors
including Brooklyn, Fifteenth Street and Morningside Monthly Meetings. A substantial gift from
an anonymous NYQM member constituted a crucial part of that total and enabled us to meet
our obligation to these youngsters. Without it this report would be considerably less
celebratory.

Our Guardian Teachers Program in the two schools continues to prove effective. The
Guardian Teachers pay close attention to the students we sponsor, including the twenty female
secondary-school students whom we enable to live in dormitories at the school during the
week. Such efforts to encourage regular attendance do seem to be paying off: These days,
virtually all our sponsored secondary-school students successfully pass the national
examinations and are thus eligible for further study. Those with the highest scores are directed
to further academic study at government-run boarding schools preparing them for university;
the majority, though, are sent to institutions called "colleges" in Tanzania for vocationally
oriented programs.

This coming year, the nine qualifying graduates join eight others continuing from prior years
for a total of seventeen, the largest number we've ever supported in this way. What's new is
that the beginning cohort is no longer choosing one-year programs in various trades but two-
and three-year ones in science and health-related fields. We are thrilled by this development,
but daunted by the fact that our Further Education initiative now requires as much as $25,000
to fully fund. That's in addition to the $20,000 budgeted for the primary- and secondary-school
kids.

Our donor base has been remarkably loyal and generous for the past two decades and it is
their gifts that mostly cover the cost of the primary- and secondary-school cohorts. While
we are scouting out foundations and well-off individuals to find the additional $15,000 we need
to get through the coming year, as a committee we are in unity that it's time, once again, to ask
for funds directly from New York Quarterly Meeting. But this time, given that NYQM's annual
income has increased considerably, we are asking that a general outreach line be established
in the Quarter's annual budget, funded to a level that would include not only an annual



contribution to our work but funding for other worthy causes as well. There is wide support
among those in the Quarter for making the necessary changes, if any, in the incorporation
documents and in the Quarter's annual budget so as not only to allow but to encourage the
sharing of our wealth. That change, no matter how actively we pursue it, will take a while so, in
the meantime, we, the NYQM Africa Education Committee, have our work cut out for us.

This report has been read by and approved by the Committee.

Signed, Marna Herrity, Clerk.


