
 
As Friends know, our Meetinghouses closed in the Spring due to Covid 
orders established by the CDC and New York State. During the summer, as 
New York City moved into Phase 3 we began the process of researching and 
establishing proper protocols to open our Meetinghouses, office, tenants 
spaces, our spaces in the Central Building, as well as the Cemetery.  
  
In our efforts to identify the best practices, in a fast moving situation, we 
hired Urban Projects Collaborative (UPC) as a consultant and owner’s 
representative with sub contractors. We have a longstanding relationship 
with UPC who worked on planning for our spaces in 2017.  UPC worked 
with us, along with our Architects at ARO, Kohler Ronan, Consulting 
Engineers to evaluate and suggest opening plans for safe social distancing, 
transit in our spaces, cleaning, ventilation and other Covid protocols.  
  
It was clear, as Trustees worked on this project, that the needs of each 
Meeting are unique and therefore the Clerks of the Meetings and Local 
Property Committees at both 15th Street and Brooklyn were brought into this 
process.  
  
  
One of Trustees primary responsibilities is to maintain safe spaces for 
Worship.  As we have moved through the Pandemic, Friends have found 
Virtual Meetings on Zoom to be a valuable tool. Many Friends may not be 
able to return to Meeting in person for various reasons. Having Zoom to 
connect with Friends in our Meetinghouses became a priority. Trustees felt 
this was an extension of maintaining Meeting spaces and hired a consultant, 
Andy Morgan, to evaluate and provide the appropriate equipment for each 
Meeting. These costs will be covered by the NYQM.  
  
Trustees are supportive of each Meeting to establish when they feel it is 
appropriate to return to Meeting in person. We are committed to having the 
needed support, protocol, and procedures in place for our community in this 
difficult time while maintaining fiscal responsibility decisions.  
 


