
NYQM Communications Committee 
Report to Quarterly Meeting 7/18/2020 
 
Since our last report to Quarterly Meeting in January, 2020, the committee has continued 
to meet monthly, in person in February and and virtually by Zoom thereafter.  
 
Following the committee’s after-meeting presentations in January, we had many 
suggestions and comments from Friends to absorb, which led us to consider how best to 
do an overall redesign of the nycquakers.org website. We met with a professional web 
designer to discuss our priorities and our concepts for the overall architecture of the site, 
and heard her perceptions and reactions to the site and to our ideas. We determined to 
incorporate the redesign concepts into a formal Request for Proposals (RFP) to send to 
her and to other possible consultants. We completed the RFP and began soliciting 
proposals, by inviting her to submit one. Unfortunately she declined as her firm is in 
transition, so we are sending the RFP to other firms. 
  
The redesign plan calls for the nycquakers.org site server to also be able to provide 
individual monthly meetings with their own sites, using the same underlying technology, 
but being able to each have a look and personality and URL of their own. Individual 
Monthly Meeting calendars and mailing lists will be able to be integrated in the overall 
Quarterly Meeting site. A full searchable document archive is also planned,as well as 
other features brought forward during our January sessions with Friends. 
 
During the past three months we have been engaged with supporting Monthly Meetings 
as well as Quarterly Meeting committees in the process of learning to use video-
conferencing for Meetings for Worship as well as for the conduct of business. This has 
been a challenging and interesting process, redefining  “spirit medium” as the Internet 
became our new access to our collective experience of Spirit. While this has brought 
many Friends to join us from far away, it has also brought technical challenges and a 
sometimes steep learning curve. We will continue to provide technical assistance as 
needed. 
 
We have recently re-engaged the issues of our public-facing communications other than 
the Internet. We are beginning the compilation of a list of contacts for all legislative and 
political offices, as well as various media contacts, to be able to amplify and simplify 
our ability to present the Quarter’s messages widely and effectively. 
 
 
In Friendship, 
NYQM Communications Committee 
Ann Kjellberg, clerk 
 


