
The New York Quarterly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
Meeting held Virtually on July 18, 2020 at 2:00 pm

At the annual meeting of the Corporation of the New York Quarterly Meeting of the Religious 
Society of Friends, the Clerk calls a meeting Virtually on July 18, 2020 at 2:00 pm. 

As President of the Corporation, and Clerk of Trustees, I declare a quorum present and call the 
meeting to order.

Trustees, with the assistance and advice of the Joint Nominating Committee of the Quarter, 
present the following Friends for Trustees: 

Katherine Alford 
Pat Donahue
Bart Dominus 
Glenn Josey 
Sheila O'Hara
Bill Parrott 
Seth Phillips
Jerry Reisig

We are deeply grateful to both Michael Phillips and Lyn von Salis for their contributions and 
service. They will be missed on the committee. 

Annual Report to the Meeting of the Corporation.

Dear Friends, 
According to the Quarter’s By-Laws, Trustees shall “have custody and control of the property, 
real and personal, belonging to the corporation and revenues there from, shall administer the 
same according to the usages of the New York Quarterly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends, and do all things necessary and expedient in the management thereof.”

The officers of the Corporation are:

President (Clerk), Katherine Alford
Vice President (Assistant Clerk), Bill Parrott
Treasurer, Bart Dominus 
Assistant Treasurer, pending approval of new trustees 
Secretary of the Corporation, Glenn Josey

We met every month save July and August in 2019, alternating between Fifteenth Street and 
Schermerhorn Street Meetinghouses. During the Covid Emergency we met virtually and more 
frequently starting in March 2020. We met in July 2020 to discern issues related to opening 
spaces during the Covid pandemic. 



At each meeting, Ahmet Baydur, General Manager, provided a monthly report, including 
financial reports, for our review and consideration. 

During the course of the year, other Friends joined us, both individually and as members of 
Quarterly and Monthly Meeting committees.

We conducted a portion of our work in three subcommittees, Finance, Personnel, and Facilities 
Coordinating Committee. 

We sent a representative to the Friends Seminary Care Relationship Committee, as directed by 
the Essential Principles, Practices and Procedures.

Friends Seminary and the New York Quarterly Meeting are separated by charter. The Attorney 
General of New York approved the property settlement between Friends Seminary and the New 
York Quarterly Meeting August 2019. 

Finance Sub Committee:  The primary function of the Finance Subcommittee (FSC) is to 
manage the investment portfolio of the NYQM in accordance with the principles and practices 
laid out in the NYQM’s Investment Goals, Objectives and Policies. During 2019-2020 we 
continue to pursue a strategy of safety, stability and prudent growth. Our goal is to pass on to the 
future what has been entrusted to us by the past.

We were set two tasks in 2019-2020.The first: The committee was asked, by trustees, to develop 
a new rental strategy for tenants at the Rutherford campus (exclusive of Friends Seminary). This 
was implemented in 2020.  The second: to shift our investments even further among companies 
which focus on green energy, the environment and global warming.
As of May 31 we have  $26, 968, 414 in investments. June’s numbers will come in a few days. 
Last December it was $26,748,772. As of May 31 we have an increase of $ 219, 642 (3/4 of 1%).
At the end of March our portfolio was down to $21,964,000 --a temporary paper loss of 
$4,785,772.00 .We have recovered that and a bit more. Our Green investments are now 
$4,974,232 - representing 17.7 % of our investments. We are actively seeking more.

Last month we received the first half of our annual distribution on our investment portfolio of 
$304,396. We are likely to get a similar amount at the end of the year. We try to smooth out the 
amount the NYQM gets every year. Last year it was $590,604, in 2018 it was $624,275 We 
manage this by using a three-year moving average This smooths out the bumps – the high years 
and the low years.

Barton Dominus, Asst. Treasurer
Proverbs 15.1



Trustees reviewed the 2019 audit and the 2020 budget process. We worked with Audit and 
Budget Committee to upgrade reporting to provide clarity.

Personnel Sub Committee:

We updated our personnel handbook to be in line with our Quaker values. Specifically, our 
Family Leave Policy, added Juneteenth as a holiday, as well as policies on harassment and bias, 
vacations and email. We will add a lactation room as well in accordance with NY law. 

All this in time to welcome Kim Castaneda’s baby Sebastian in August. 

During Covid our General Manager, Accounts Administrator, Program Coordinator, and Super 
worked remotely or socially distanced. 

After careful review Trustees furloughed our maintenance staff in late April while our buildings 
were closed.  In preparation of re-opening our spaces our full time employees have now returned.

Unfortunately, our Facility Director left in March. Since our buildings closed we took a pause in 
filling this position.  Personnel Committee is evaluating staff’s roles and responsibilities before 
filling this open position. 

The Personnel Sub Committee encourages all Friends who have praise and concern about 
individual Quarterly Meeting staff to speak to the General Manager. The Personnel Sub 
Committee and Clerk welcomes feedback and suggestions from Friends throughout the year. 

Please thank all members of the NYQM staff for their work supporting our community: 

Ahmet Baydur, General Manager  
Ceion Lewis, Superintendent/Handyman
Melissa Springs, Account Administrator
Kim Castaneda, Program Coordinator 

15 Street Staff:
Miriam Perez, Tyrone Brown, Huot Sary, Paula Singletary  

Brooklyn Meeting Staff: 
Jorge Myles, Dennis Perez. 

The Facilities Coordinating Committee (FCC), a sub-committee of the Trustees reviews all plans
and proposals from Monthly meeting property committees for capital improvements or 
maintenance. Through its broad membership it provides a Quarterly Meeting perspective on 
projects in our properties. FCC developed a systematic project planning schedule to assure 
proposed work is identified in time for inclusion in the NYQM budgeting process.
During the past year the FCC has recommended the approval of ARO as our general Architect. 



FCC approved a contract with Page Ayres Cowley Architecture (PACA) to develop a 
preservation and sustainability plan for the 15 Street Meetinghouse. 
FCC continues to work on a project to install custom safety exit gates at 15th Street. 

In addition, it has participated in assuring that the implementation of the swap of spaces defined 
by the separation agreement moves forward efficiently and in accordance with our agreements. 

In Brooklyn, FCC recommended approval of ARO to provide oversight of the Kitchen 
Renovation at the Meetinghouse, 

The Committee reviewed and approved plans for the repair of the cornice of 112-116 
Schermerhorn Street.

Clerks Report:

Swap Spaces update: Under our separation agreement some spaces held by Friends Seminary are
to be returned to NYQM July 1, 2020. Conversely some spaces held by NYQM are to be 
returned to Friends Seminary. Due to Covid prevention space requirements, Friends Seminary 
has asked to use any space we can make available. We are working with the 15th Street Property 
Committee to identify our needs, and what spaces we could make available temporarily during 
the pandemic to Friends Seminary in a post swap configuration.

We continue to work with each Meeting on coordinating when and how to open our spaces 
safely during the Covid pandemic. We have asked Urban Projects Collaborative to consult with 
us on special needs for safely returning to our space. This includes but is not limited to cleaning 
protocols, ventilation, social distancing, movement in and out of spaces and during worship, 
committee, mission and staff work when we return to our spaces. 

New Fire Safety Plans for 15th Street complex were executed and approved in 2019. 

The Friends Seminary campus redevelopment project was completed in fall 2019. Final closing 
documents filings have been delayed because of Covid. Urban Projects Collaborative continues 
to monitor the closing documents on behalf of NYQM and reports to Trustees. 

Trustees worked with Ministry and Council to support the work of the Working Group Concern 
for Quaker Living. 

We implemented new lease agreements with New York Yearly Meeting and American Friends 
Service Committee. 

YSOP has ceased operation and no longer rents space from the NYQM.

New York Quarterly Meeting was named in a Child's Victim Act suit involving Brooklyn 
Friends while they were under the care of the Meeting.  We have hired Seyfarth Shaw LLP to 
represent us in this case. 



Trustees approved these goals for 2020, to guide us in planning and operations.

Monitor, Update and Execute approved guidelines to keep our members, staff, tenants, and users 
safe in our Meetinghouses and spaces during the Covid pandemic. 

Update our office procedures and equipment to make working remotely as efficient and seamless
as possible. 

Support Meetings in continuing both virtual and in person meetings when appropriate.

Continue Capital Project Planning and execution for the 15th Street Meetinghouse and Central 
building renovations. Including a new Shelter space.

Oversee the Brooklyn kitchen renovation project.

Complete repairs to facade at 112 Schermerhorn Street.

In Friendship,

Katherine Alford, Bart Dominus, Glenn Josey, Bill Parrott, Mike Phillips, Sheila O’Hare, Pat 
Donahue and Lynn von Salis.

Respectfully submitted,
Katherine Alford, 
Clerk, New York Quarterly Meeting Trustees 


