
New York Quarterly Meeting Committee on Ministry and Counsel 

Annual Report, 7.14.2018 at Prospect Park, Brooklyn 

 

"Our life is love, and peace, and tenderness; and bearing one with another, and forgiving one another, 

and not laying accusations one against another; but praying one for another, and helping one another 

up with a tender hand." 

 

~ Isaac Penington at Aylesbury, 4th of Third Month, 1667 
 

In the 2017-2018 reporting year, New York Quarterly Meeting's Committee on Ministry and Counsel met eight 

times. We generally met about halfway through the Quarter and again in the week leading up to Quarterly 

Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business. Our committee continues to find it useful to bond together 

in a "Ministry of Hanging Out" over dinner/snacks for half an hour prior to beginning our work and find the 

fellowship makes us easier with one another and more attuned to the Spirit's movement among us. In 2017 we 

spent $5,969 of our $15,000 budget; thus far in 2018, we have spent $917.34 of a $5,000 allocation.  

 

This year has brought several changes to the makeup of our committee. We bade a fond farewell to David 

Britton, who stayed on past the end of his term in order to keep our committee close to fully staffed. He's now 

moved to Nominating Committee. We said good-bye to Andy von Salis as clerk of the Quarter and ex-officio 

member of our committee and welcomed Nancy Britton as the QM's new clerk. We also welcomed Margery 

Cornwell, Joan Malin, and Jim Morgan. 

 

Our work continues to rumble on in the background of the Quarterly Meeting. We have designated Friends 

from our committee to hold the gathered body in the Light during Quarterly Meetings for Worship with a 

Concern for Business. We provide support as requested to the clerk of NYQM and to the clerks of the Monthly 

Meetings as requested. This year we have especially held Staten Island Meeting in the Light as they work 

through relocation and reorganization.  

 

We continue to sponsor and cosponsor programs within the Quarter. We are delighted by and committed to 

spiritually supporting the work of the NYQM Working Group with a Concern for Quaker Life (CQL), 

including co-sponsorship of the June Workshop, "Dancing Through Life Together." This work is vital to the 

spiritual life of the Meeting. We also continue to sponsor the ongoing Healing Circles that have evolved over 

the past two years. We encourage Friends to collaborate with us on bringing timely programming to the 

Quarter.  

 

We hold a concern for Friends hosting events and note that in order for all Friends interested to participate in a 

program, it may be necessary to pay professionals to carry on work of childcare and clean-up. We encourage 

this. As members of CQL have noted to members of M&C, if we do not decide to pay for childcare (or 

dishwashing), we may not be welcoming to everyone in our community.  

 

In May, we hosted our annual dinner for clerks of the Quarterly Meeting, the monthly meetings, and 

committees of the Quarter. The fellowship was rich. We hope that Friends who have clerking positions for the 

Quarter will consider attending next year in March; the dinner is a grand opportunity to cross-pollinate 

amongst our committees as well as to talk about the spiritual work of clerking.  

 

The past several months have seen an outcry of frustration and sadness in the Quarter’s monthly meetings 

because of the termination of Ben Frisch's employment at Friends Seminary.  Monthly Meetings wrote of their 

concern that Quaker process was not followed, and that Ben was wrongfully dismissed. We will hold these 

concerns and continue to prayerfully support the Monthly Meetings, the Fifteenth Street-Friends Seminary 

Care Relations Committee, and the Friends Seminary Trustees.  If needed, we will participate in carrying out 

the process outlined in the Friends Seminary Essential Principles, Practices, and Procedures.  We are, in the 

meantime, archiving printed and digital materials regarding the concern so that Friends looking for the public 

information can find it in the future.  



 

We are hearing that this concern has raised deeper questions about Friends’ role in our Quaker private schools. 

Friends schools were created to provide values-led education. Do we as Friends continue to see the Quaker 

schools as part of our practice and extended community? Do private Quaker schools remain true to that vision? 

Or, have they moved beyond our care and what does that imply? If we affirm our commitment to the Quaker 

schools, how can we help them become more grounded in Quaker testimonies and values? How can Friends 

participate positively in the education of children at Friends schools? 

 

On a separate, but related note, we see a larger societal malaise and angst, and therefore, we see that reflected 

in our spiritual communities. There is a level of anger, frustration, pain and need for self-reflection felt by 

many as we grapple with a much-needed focus on racism, ageism and gender/sexuality abuse that is embedded 

in our society. Many groups and coalitions are building a movement to address these concerns. We know in 

our monthly meetings there are efforts to look within ourselves as opportunities to grow, and to create as led, 

connections to the organizing efforts now under way.  How can we support one another in these efforts? Can 

we create further ways to share and learn together?  Is there a place for a Quaker voice in the larger community 

conversations? What are we called to do? 

 

Friends in the past have been led to engage in social justice movements; indeed, have led the way in many of 

them, such as educational reform, criminal justice, and racial and gender equality.  We can't speak to all the 

work that Friends have done over the decades.  We have a rich history of centered self-reflection, commitment 

and action. With eyes and hearts focused on our communities’ path and spiritual development, we are led to 

the question: what are we first called to do in and among ourselves?  With this question squarely faced, we can 

then be prepared to seek transformation in our larger world. 

 

Respectfully Submitted in Love, and Peace, and Tenderness; 

 

Margery Cornwell 

Julie Finch 

Beth Kelly  

Joan Malin 

Nancy Britton (ex-officio) 

Jim Morgan  

Steven Monroe Smith (c)  

Dan Truman 

Robert Wilber 

 


