
New York Quarterly Meeting, Religious Society of Friends 
15th of Fourth Month 2018

Fifteenth Street Meetinghouse
15 Rutherford Place, New York, New York

Present: Nancy Britton (Morningside), Clerk; Ian Hansen (Fifteenth 
Street), Assistant Clerk.

Attendance: Brooklyn 10, Fifteenth St. 22, Flushing 4, Manhattan 3, 
Morningside 8, Staten Island 1, QM staff 1, Friends Seminary 4, visitors 
2; total 55 (57 with the clerk’s table included).

2018.04.01  The Meeting gathers at 1:00pm. After a period of waiting 
worship, the Clerk reads a passage from Sandra Cronk’s “Gospel Order”:

“In gospel order, those gathered into the church-community have a 
convenant with God. It is a living relationship of trust, listening, and 
responsiveness to God’s call. They also have a covenantal 
relationship comprising the same qualities with each other. They are
accountable to God and each other for maintaining these 
relationships.” Sandra Cronk “Gospel Order”, p22, Pendle Hill 
Pamphlet 297

2018.04.02 After reviewing the agenda, Friends approve it, with the 
addition of the Education Funds Committee Report.

2018.04.03 The Joint Nominating Committee presents a slate of 
nominations in its report, which is appended to these minutes. The 
Quarter accepts these nominations, appoints the nominated Friends to 
their respective offices and committees, and also releases from service 
the Friends who requested such release.   

2018.04.04  Dave Britton, on behalf of Ministry and Counsel, presents a 
proposal for action, appended to these minutes, recommending that the 
NYQM establish a Communications Committee. Friends accept the report.

2018.04.05 Friends approve the Ministry and Counsel proposal for action 
to establish a Communications Committee. Friends recognize that an 
interim committee has formed, and ask this committee to propose, at the 



NYQM meeting in July, a way forward to establishing a permanent 
committee. Friends ask to hear more in July about how to address 
responsibilities and procedures of this committee, and to name the 
nominated members. The interim committee members are Bryan Oettel, 
Bart Dominus, David Britton, Steve Monroe-Smith, David Garrity, and Lynn
Von Salis. 

2018.04.06 Beginning at 2pm, Ann Kjellberg, Clerk of NYQM Trustees in 
her capacity as president of the Corporation, clerks the Meeting of the 
Corporation.

2018.04.07 Friends approve that Ian Hansen serve as interim Recording 
Clerk for the Meeting of the Corporation.

2018.04.08  On behalf of the Trustees of the NYQM, Ann Kjellberg 
presents the NYQM Trustees’ and Officer’s Annual report, which is 
appended to these minutes. Friends accept the report, with minor 
changes.

2018.04.09  Friends approve as elected the officers of the Corporation 
named in the NYQM Trustees’ and Officer’s Annual report.

2018.04.10 At 2:16pm, Ann Kjellberg concludes the meeting of the 
Corporation.

2018.04.11 Caroline Lane presents the Educational Funds Committee 
report, which is appended to these minutes. Friends accept the report.

2018.04.12 Friends consider the Education Funds Committee’s proposal 
that “2.5% of the yearly space usage fee … be given to the Education 
Funds Committee to be used to provide scholarships to enable Friends’ 
children to attend Friends Seminary and Brooklyn Friends.” Discussion 
follows.  Friends request that the Trustees, Finance Committee and Audit 
and Budget present at the July meeting the long term financial picture 
that would inform Friends’ discernment regarding the Education 
Committee’s request and other related requests going forward. In July, 
Friends intend to do worship sharing and to consider which core body or 
bodies of NYQM Friends should do general, principled discernment on this 
issue.



2018.04.13 David Garrity presents the Audit and Budget report on NYQM
Operations Fund financial statements and supplementary information.  
Friends accept the report, which is appended to these minutes. Friends 
note that part of the overall report’s supplementary information is the 
independent audit report on the NYQM Operations Fund.

2018.04.14  Though not orally presented to the meeting, the NYYM 
Spring Sessions report is appended to these minutes. Friends are 
encouraged to read this report.

2018.04.15 Charlene Ray presents the NYQM Working Group with a 
Concern for  Quaker Life (CQL) report. Friends accept the report, which is 
appended to these minutes.

2018.04.16 The meeting clerks of the Quarter present the following 
quarterly reports: Staten Island Meeting, Morningside Monthly Meeting, 
Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting, and Brooklyn Monthly Meeting. The 
reports are appended to these minutes. Friends accept the reports.  
Quarterly reports from Manhattan Meeting and Flushing Monthly Meeting 
are still pending.

2018.04.17 Friends note that a number of meeting’s reports express 
support for Ben Frisch, a member of Brooklyn Monthly Meeting recently 
fired from his teaching position at Friends Seminary. The full reasons for 
this firing, and prospects for reinstatement, are still a matter of 
speculation and dispute. This is in part due to the confidentiality of 
subsequent legal proceedings with the Friends Seminary Teachers’ 
Association (FSTA), the faculty union in which Ben was active prior to 
being fired. Reports of Meetings of the Quarter also expressed concern for
the faculty and students at Friends Seminary with regard to this situation. 
In recognition of these concerns, Glenn Josey and Ted Ehrhart read from 
“Friends Seminary Essential Principles, Practices and Procedures”, 
numbers 12 and 13. The complete document is available online at 
https://www.nycquakers.org/2015/12/26/friends-seminary-essential-
principles-practices-and-procedures/.  

After extensive worship sharing, Friends request that the Care 
Relationship Committee seek a waiver of confidentiality in consultation 
with Friends Seminary trustees, the FSTA, and any parties who have, up to
now, sought to protect their privacy in this matter.  Friends also request 
from Friends Seminary a statement of general principles describing under 



what circumstances a faculty member can be dismissed as contrasted 
with being invited to a restorative justice or truth and reconciliation 
process. Friends also request clarification of the role that students should 
have in discerning such a decision.  Elizabeth Enloe lovingly stands aside.

2018.04.19 The locations of 2018-2019 NYQMeetings are confirmed 
below: 

2018
July 14th:          Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn in case of 

rain, meet at Brooklyn Friends Meeting
October 21st: Flushing Meeting House, Flushing

2019   
January 20th: Brooklyn Friends Meeting
April 21st:  Fifteenth Street Meeting, Manhattan
July 13th: Quaker Cemetery, Prospect Park, Brooklyn 

in case of rain, meet at Brooklyn Friend 
Meeting

October 20th: Morningside Meeting, Riverside Church, Manhattan

At 5:50pm, after a period of waiting worship, Friends rise from meeting.

Attachments:
Nominating Committee report
Nominating Committee slate, approved
Ministry and Council minute for request of a Communications Committee
NYQM Trustees’ and Officer’s Annual Report
Educational Funds Committee interim report
Audit and Budget Report
Spring Sessions 2018 report
NYQM Working Group with a Concern for  Quaker Life (CQL) 
Staten Island Meeting Report
Morningside Monthly Meeting Report
Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting Report
Brooklyn Monthly Meeting Report



Announcements:
- On April 28, 11am, there will be a memorial service for Mary Billington at
the 15th Street Meetinghouse.

- ‘Fund Me’ site is set up to defray Ben Frisch’s legal expenses, see the 
attached flyer

- Fifteenth St. Meeting is supporting Ben Frisch with a Meeting for Worship 
in the Meeting House on Friday, April 27th at 6:30p.m. In an effort to 
support the employment of our values at the school, we shall hold a 
meeting for worship. We invite students, parents, faculty, and quarterly-
meeting members to attend a worship concerning the Ben Frisch 
situation, as we wish to build stronger ties between our communities. We 
invite those in support of Ben as well as those who feel victimized by the 
event to attend. We note the difficulties that have preceded the 
relationship but wish to work to improve it.

-The Friends Home Association of New York (FHA) that oversees the 
Quaker Residential Community at Penington Friends House, is having their
Annual Membership Meeting of the Association at the Penington 
residence, 215 East 15th Street, New York, NY, at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, 
May 19th. All are welcome! The meeting will end at noon followed by a 
light lunch. Please notify the Penington office if you or any Friends from 
your Meeting wish to attend at (212) 673-1730 or via e-mail at 
manager@penington.org.

-Habitat for Humaity’s interfaith project is on May 4-6, 2018. More info: 
https://habitatnyc.org/buildforunity/

-Gabe Ehri, Executive Director of Friends Journal, together with staff 
members, will lead a discussion on developments regarding the journal.  
Brooklyn Meeting, April 22, 1pm.



April 15, 2018

Nominating Committee Report to New York Quarterly Meeting

Dear Friends,

The NY Quarterly Nominating Committee has met regularly each month over the 
past year to discern nominees to New York Quarterly Meeting Committees.  The 
committee actively works to discern what work will bring joy and spiritual growth to 
Friends in the Quarter, and proposes the following nominations for the approval of 
the Quarter:

Nancy Britton for a first term as Clerk of New York Quarterly Meeting, ending in April
2019.  

Ian Hansen for a second term as Assistant Clerk of New York Quarterly Meeting, 
ending in April 2019.  

Lynn von Salis for a second term as Treasurer of New York Quarterly Meeting, ending
in April 2019. 

Bart Dominus for a second term as Assistant Treasurer of New York Quarterly 
Meeting, ending in April 2019.  

For New York Quarterly Meeting Trustees,

 Sheila O’Hara for a first term, ending in April 2021
 Katherine Alford for a second term, ending in April 2021
 Pat Donohue for a first term, ending in April 2021

For Audit and Budget, Martha Hyde for a second term, ending in April 2021.  

For Brooklyn Friends School Trustees,

 Adam Rashid for a first term, ending in September 2021
 Gustav Peeples for a second term, ending in September 2021
 Ben Horner has requested release from service from Brooklyn Friends School 

Trustees as of September 2018 (see attachment A); we do not currently have 
nominee for his position, but continue to seek a Friend to serve 

For Cemetery Committee,

 Chris Roddick for a first term, ending in April 2021
 Linnea Capps for a second term, ending in April 2021

For Committee for Downtown Allowed Meeting, Barbara Kuesell for a third term, 
ending April 2021

For Educational Fund, 

 Travis Combs for a first term, ending April 2021
 Mark LeRiviere for a first term, ending April 2021



For Friends in the City, quarterly nominating committee has heard through the 
committee clerk that Frederica Azania Clare is willing to serve a second term until 
April 2021, but we have not heard directly from Frederica.  

For Friends Seminary Trustees,

 On behalf of 15th Street Meeting, Buxton Midyette for a first term, to 
September 2021

 Mark Doty for a second term, to September 2021
 Mary Alexander has asked for release from the committee effective as of April

2018 (see attachment B; we do not currently have nominee for her position, 
but continue to seek a Friend to serve)

For Gay Pride Parade Coordinators, Ernie Buscemi for a second term to 2021

For Great Lakes Region (Africa) Education Committee, 

 Margery Cornwell for a seventh term, ending April 2021
 Corona Machemer for a fifth term, ending April 2021

For Quarterly Ministry and Counsel,

 Dan Truman for a first term, ending in April 2020
 Jim Morgan for a first term, ending April 2020
 Robert Wilber for a second term, ending April 2020
 Beth Kelly for a second term, ending April 2020

For Quarterly Nominating Committee,

 David Britton for a partial term, ending April 2019
 Charles Sirey for a second term, ending April 2020
 Please note that we have only 4 slots on this committee currently filled; we 

ask that all meetings in the Quarter to discern nominees for this committee

For Relief Committee, 

 Nancy Hadley Jaffe for a second term, ending April 2021
 Andres Colapinto for a first term, ending April 2021



In closing, we would like to express our deep and heart felt gratitude to Naomi Paz 
Greenberg, who has provided steadfast and deeply spirit-led service on New York 
Quarterly Meeting Nominating Committee through many years.

Submitted in Friendship,

New York Quarterly Meeting Nominating Committee

John Choe
Margaret Mulundi
Naomi Paz Greenberg
Elizabeth Powers, clerk
Molly Rusnak
Carol Summar
Charles Sirey



Attachment A

Ben Horner release from Brooklyn Friends School Trustees

From: Ben Horner <secwatpoc@gmail.com>  

Mar 4

Dear Nominating Committee of the New York Quarterly Meeting,

I am writing to request a release from service from my role as trustee for Brooklyn 
Friends School. I have found that this work for the past 3 years has been affirming 
and enjoyable but I have a young child and am feeling overwhelmed with life tasks. 
I hope that at some point in the future I may return to this type of work, perhaps 
again at BFS or elsewhere.

Thank you for your support of my membership of the Board of Trustees at Brooklyn 
Friends School.

In friendship,

Ben Horner



Attachment B

Mary Alexander request for release from Friends Seminary Trustees

April 10, 2018

Dear Elizabeth,

I am writing to request release from service on the Friends Seminary board. It has been a great pleasure and 
honor to work with both my fellow board members and with the school's administration.  Thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to serve the school and the Quarter. 

Sincerely,

Mary Alexander
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APPROVED AT APRIL 15, 2018  NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP 
WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 
 

 

NEW YORK QUARTERLY MEETING  
NOMINATING COMMITTEE ROSTER 

APRIL 15, 2018 
 

 ‘c’ denotes current clerk of committee; ‘cc’ denotes co-clerk; ‘r‘ denotes recording clerk;  
all terms ending in April unless otherwise indicated   

     
  OFFICERS:  Term: 1 yr; max tenure: 5 consecutive terms  
    
  Nominations   Who Nomin? Current Name Office  Meeting    Term 

   NYQM  Nancy Britton Clerk  Morningside     1 
      NYQM  Ian Hansen Asst Clerk 15th Street       2 
       NYQM  Lynn von Salis Treasurer Brooklyn                    2 
       NYQM  Bart Dominus Asst Treasurer Morningside     2 

              
  NY QUARTERLY MEETING TRUSTEES:  9 members; term: 3 yrs;  max tenure 2 consecutive terms 
             
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 
 

      Glen Josey   15th Street  partial 2019 
Wade Black     Brooklyn  partial  2019 

     Bart Dominus              Morningside      1  2019 
   Bill Parrott   Brooklyn                  1 2020  

     Lynn von Salis    Brooklyn                  1 2020 
     Michael Phillips   Brooklyn      2 2020 

      Sheila O'Hara   Brooklyn    1 2021 
     Pat Donahue            15th Street       1 2021 

     c  Katherine Alford              Morningside    2 2021 
 
   
  AUDIT AND BUDGET COMMITTEE:  6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 cons terms 
   
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
   

               partial 2019  
           partial 2020 

       Paul Flint   Brooklyn    1 2019  
     Nancy Hadley-Jaffe  15th Street    1 2019 
                        c Dave Garrity   15th Street     2  2019 

Martha Hyde    Brooklyn    2 2021 
 
  BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL TRUSTEES COMMITTEE:  9 members; term: 3 yrs, ending Sept; 
     max: 3 cons terms; nominations needed in April;  1 Bklyn MM nomination 
 
  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr  
  

       Catherine Ramey NYQM  15th Street     2 2018 
Lakisha Grant   NYQM     Brooklyn  partial 2019 
Audrey Jayne    NYQM  Montclair   partial       2019 
Ben Horner NYQM  Downingtown, PA      1 2019 
Willie Mae Watkins   NYQM Brooklyn    1 2020        

           c Ed Oliver NYQM  Brooklyn    1 2020 
Barbara von Salis Bklyn Mtg   Brooklyn    2 2020 

 Adam Rashid NYQM  Brooklyn    1 2021 
                Gustav Peebles NYQM  Brooklyn    2 2021 
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APPROVED AT APRIL 15, 2018  NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP 
WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 
 

 

    
 
   

 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE:  6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 3 cons terms 

 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 
 
     John Major        Brooklyn  partial 2019 
             cc Mary Owen   Brooklyn    3  2019 
     Janet Soderberg   15th Street      1 2020 
             cc Suzanne Stout   15th Street     2 2020  
     Chris Roddick   Brooklyn    1 2021 
     Linnea Capps   Brooklyn    2 2021 
 
 
  CMTE FOR DOWNTOWN MANHATTAN ALLOWED MTG:4 mem; term: 3 yrs, no maximum tenure 
   
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
    
      Richard Schmidt   Morningside  partial 2019 
     Tom English   Flushing      3 2019   
               c  Sally Campbell   Morningside    5 2020  
     Barbara Kuesell   Brooklyn    3 2021 
  
 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:  6 mem; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 terms 
   
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
    
      To be nominated at July Quarterly Meeting 
 

 
EDUCATIONAL FUND:      6 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 2 cons terms 

 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr   
         

               2018  
     Barbara Kuesell   Brooklyn     partial  2019  

Glenn Josey   15th Street    1 2020 
 c Caroline Lane   Flushing      2 2020 
      Travis Combs   15th Street             1  2021 
  Marc LaRiviere    15th Street     1  2021  
 
  FRIENDS IN THE CITY:  By-laws require 60% appointed by NYQM,  40% appointed by the Lantern Group.  
  At this time, the committee works well with five people serving, three of whom are appointed by NYQM. 
   3 members appointed by NYQM   term:  3 yrs,  max tenure:  2 cons terms  
 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  

 
         Carol Jackson       15th Street             partial 2019 
               Steven Monroe Smith  15th Street    1      2020 
      Frederica Azania Clare  15th Street             2 2021   
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APPROVED AT APRIL 15, 2018  NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP 
WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 
 

 

 
 

  FRIENDS SEMINARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES COMMITTEE:  9 members; term: 3 yrs, ending Sept;  
       max: 3 cons terms   One 15th Street MM nomination 
 
  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr 
  

         NYQM         2019 
     Libby Johnson NYQM  15th Street    1 2018   
     Ben Smith NYQM  15th Street    2 2019 
              c Elizabeth Enloe NYQM  15th Street     3  2019  

               Isaac Henderson NYQM  Paulina, IA   1 2020  
        Liz DiGiorgio NYQM  Flushing   3 2020 
        Carol Warner NYQM  15th Street                3 2020 

      Buxton Midyette 15th St.  15th Street  1 2021 
     Mark Doty NYQM  Brooklyn  2 2021 

  
 

  GAY PRIDE PARADE COORDINATORS:  2 members:  3 year terms, no max terms 
 
  Nominations   Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
   
     William Carr   Brooklyn     1 2020  
     Ernie Buscemi   Morningside     2 2021 
     
  GREAT LAKES REGION (AFRICA) EDUCATION CMTE:  6 members; 3 yr terms, no max terms 
 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
 
     Caroline Harting   Brooklyn  partial 2019  
     Marna Herrity   Brooklyn     4  2019 

Margaret Mulindi    Manhattan    5  2020   
     Tony Shitemi    Nairobi Int’l     5 2020 
     Betty Williams   15th Street         co-opted  
    Rotating     Margery Cornwell  15th Street     7  2021  
    Clerk Corona Machemer   Valley      5 2021 
 
 
  HANDBOOK COORDINATING COMMITTEE:  3 members:   2 years; 2 consecutive terms 
  
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 
   
     Naomi Paz Greenberg  Flushing       2     2019 
     Charles Brainard   15th St.      1    2020  
            1 2020 
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APPROVED AT APRIL 15, 2018  NYQM MEETING FOR WORSHIP 
WITH A CONCERN FOR BUSINESS 
 

 

MINISTRY AND COUNSEL CMTE:  9 members; term:  2 yrs; max tenure:  3 terms 
 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 
    
              partial 2019  

     Margery Cornwell  15th St.       partial  2019 
     Joan Malin   Brooklyn   partial 2019 
     Steven Monroe Smith  15th St     1 2020  
     Julie Finch   15th St.     3 2020 

   Dan Truman   Flushing   1 2020  
   Jim Morgan   Brooklyn    1 2020  
   Robert Wilber     Stillwater OH  2 2020  

             c Beth Kelly   Brooklyn  2 2020  
   

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  7 members; term:  2 yrs; max: 3 cons terms; all members nominated by mm's 
    
  Nominations  Current Name  Who Nomin? Meeting   Term  End Yr  
  
       M'hattn  Mtg Manhattan     2020 
       Flushing Mtg Flushing    2020  
       Bklyn Mtg Brooklyn   2020 
             Carol Summar 15th St   Mtg 15th Street     1 2019 
    c Elizabeth Powers Bklyn     Mtg Brooklyn  1 2019 
     David Britton M'side   Mtg Morningside              partial     2019 
      Charles Sirey 15th St   Mtg 15th Street     2 2020  
 
   

RELIEF COMMITTEE:  7 members; term: 3 yrs, max tenure: 3 cons terms 
 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
   
               Nancy Adelman   15th Street     3 2018 
      Emmanuel Mulindi  Manhattan  partial  2019 
     Jolene Festa   Brooklyn  1 2020 
     Julie Glynn   Brooklyn  1 2020 
     John Slater   Morningside    2 2020    
     Andres Colapinto   Brooklyn    1 2021  

    c Nancy Hadley Jaffe   15th Street    2 2021  
       
 
 
  NYYM MINISTRY COORD CMTE:  term: 3 yrs; max 2 terms, must be a member of one of the monthly  
  meeting ministry and counsel/oversight committees at the time the appointment is made 
 
  Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr  
 

       Hugo Lane                  Flushing      partial  2019 
 

NYYM NOMINATING CMTE: 3 appointees; term: 3 yrs, ending in April; max tenure: 2 terms 
  

 Nominations  Current Name    Meeting   Term  End Yr 
 

   _________________             partial 2019 
   _________________               partial     2019 
   _________________            partial  2019 



Suggested wording for establishment of the
NYQM Communications Committee suitable for
placing in the Handbook:

Communications Committee 

Composition: Quarterly Meeting Nominating Committee nominates 6 members. 
 
Term: 3 years, beginning in April.  Maximum tenure: 2 consecutive full terms beyond any partial term. 
Terms are staggered to ensure at least 2 members are renewed or replaced each year. 

Meeting Frequency: Generally meets monthly, but at least quarterly. The committee may decide to 
meet in executive session as needed. 

Purpose: The Communications Committee manages the online web site and related public Internet 
presence of NYQM and maintains a digital database of Friends’ email addresses to be used by NYQM 
to communicate electronically with Friends while maintaining privacy and security of the digital data. 
The Communications Committee is responsible for managing the public media presence of NYQM in 
print, radio, television and on the Internet world-wide web and in any Internet-based social media, and 
any other publicly available print or digital information sources, including historic and contemporary 
records. The Communications Committee seeks to ensure that the public presentation and public image 
of the NYQM and its communications are maintained with accuracy, integrity and dignity, including 
providing a formal organizational voice for press releases and media contact capacity for NYQM. The 
Communications Committee provides advice and services to the Monthly Meetings with regard to 
these activities and concerns, and otherwise assists and works with the Monthly Meetings and 
Quarterly Meeting staff as appropriate.

Responsibilities:
1. Manage the NYQM website and web presence.

2. Build and maintain a Quarter-wide database of names and addresses and other contact information of
members and attenders and other interested parties for the purpose of sending physical mailings, emails
and any other Quarter-wide group communications about events, activities and information the 
Committee deems of significant interest to Friends in the database.

3. Manage all official NYQM social media accounts.

4. Maintain awareness of outside public media notice or mention of NYQM, advising other Friends as 
warranted.

5. Prepare and/or review all official press releases and related public communications from NYQM 
prior to their release.

6. Manage, allocate and dispense funds provided in the NYQM budget for these activities, including 
funds for outside services and retention of contract, part-time or full-time staff managed in coordination
with the Trustees Personnel committee in accord with NYQM staff policies. Provide an annual budget 
request to the Audit and Budget Committee for the NYQM annual budget.



8. Report quarterly to the full Quarterly Meeting on the Committee's activities and status, and any 
publicity concerns of significance to Friends, bringing any proposals for action of sufficient importance
to the Quarterly Meeting for its review and approval.



The New York Quarterly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
Meeting held in the Fifteenth Street Meetinghouse at 1 PM, Sunday, April 16, 2017

At the annual meeting of the Corporation of The New York Quarterly Meeting of the Religious Society of
Friends, in the Meetinghouse at 221 East 15th Street, New York, New York at 2 PM Sunday, the 15th of 
April, 2018, the President of the Corporation, as Clerk, declares a quorum present and calls the meeting to
order.
 
Trustees, with the assistance and advice of the Joint Nominating Committee of the Quarter, present the 
following nominations for Trustees:

Sheila O'Hara
Katherine Alford
Pat Donahue

Annual Report to the Meeting of the Corporation

Dear Friends, 

According to the Quarter’s ByLaws, Trustees shall “have custody and control of the property, real and 
personal, belonging to the corporation and revenues there from, shall administer the same according to the
usages of the New York Quarterly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, and do all things 
necessary and expedient in the management thereof.”  

The officers of the Corporation are:

President (Clerk), Katherine Alford
Vice President (Assistant Clerk), Bill Parrott
Treasurer, Lynn von Salis 
Assistant Treasurer, Bart Dominus
Secretary of the Corporation, Glenn Josey

We met every month save July and August, alternating between Fifteenth Street and Schermerhorn Street 
Meetinghouses. At each meeting, Ahmet Baydur, General Manager, provided a monthly report, including 
financial reports, for our review and consideration. We also received reports from our Facilities Director, 
Adam Rubin, after he joined our staff in August. During the course of the year, we were joined by other 
Friends, both individually and as members of Quarterly and Monthly Meeting committees.  We met with 
the Relief Committee, the Education Fund Committee, and the Cemetery Committee.

We conducted a portion of our work in three subcommittees, Finance, Personnel, and Property.    

We sent a representative to the Friends Seminary Care Relationship Committee, as directed by the 
Essential Principles, Practices and Procedures.

Trustees’ activities over the year are as follows.

As of this date, although Friends Seminary and the New York Quarterly Meeting are formally separated 
by charter, and the Friends Seminary Trustees now operate as an independent body from the Quarter, the 



property settlement between Friends Seminary and the New York Quarterly Meeting is still under review 
by the Attorney General of state of New York. The Trustees will inform the Quarterly Meeting when the 
agreement has been finalized.  Funds designated for transfer under the agreement as of July 2016 are 
being held in escrow.

At the request of Friends Seminary we made the following amendment to our agreement: the 
townhouses on 16th Street, formerly conveyed by title to Friends Seminary, are now conveyed 
under a 999year ground lease.

In 2015 Friends Seminary and the Quarterly Meeting were named as defendants in an Article 78 
proceeding initiated by several NYQM neighbors against the Landmark Preservation 
Commissions’ ruling in support of Friends Seminary’s campus redevelopment project. This suit 
has now been dismissed.

Trustees approved the attached goals for 2018, to guide us in planning and operations [ok?].

Trustees minuted a request to New York Quarterly Meeting Ministry and Council to form a 
Communications Committee.

An area of concern for Friends is that our Education Funds are not sufficient to meet the needs of
NYQM families attending our Quaker schools.

Finance
The Trustees Finance subcommittee reports that Friend's Fiduciary's returns for the year ending in 2017 
were strong.  All of the sectors in which NYCM invested with Friend's Fiduciary had positive returns for 
the period. The Consolidated Fund returned a net basis of 17.4% during the year compared with its 
benchmark of 16.51%.  Our investment in the Quaker Index Fund was the best performing with a 22.4% 
return for the year versus the S&P 500 benchmark at 21.8%.  The Green Fund is a “clone” of the 
Consolidated Fund except that it removes the fossil fuel investments.  It returned 16.4% versus its 
benchmark of 16.9%.

Earlier in 2018 we moved $500,000 from the Consolidated Fund to the FF Real Estate Fund in 
anticipation of rising interest rates.

We are pleased to report that we earned at least 2% on our diversified portfolio of community 
development funds in 2017, which were invested in energy efficiency retrofit, affordable housing, and 
business development in lowincome neighborhoods nationwide. Socially purposeful investments:  we 
reinvested in Partners for the Common Good and raised the total investment there to $500,000 from 
$250,000 at a new rate of 2.625%.  We also invested in the Leviticus Fund for the first time, for one year 
at 2.00%.

The total portfolio at the end of 2017 stood at $25,700,597 (which includes $722,026 in investment 
income), compared to $24,644,446 for 2016.  

Trustees reviewed the 2017 audit and the 2018 budget process.



As Friends may know, 2017 was a strong year for the markets.  Interest rate rises and other factors have 
provided declines and volatility in the first quarter of 2018 (we do not have the first quarter report from 
Friends Fiduciary yet).  The committee is mindful that we are longterm investors and have Friends’ value
screens in place in the deployment of our assets.

Personnel:
We added two new staff members, Adam Rubin as a Facility Director and Kim Castaneda as 
Administrative Coordinator.

The Personnel Committee reviewed the staff performance evaluations prepared by the General Manager, 
Ahmet Baydur, and then prepared his performance evaluation.  The committee solicited feedback from 
Meeting members who regularly interact with Quarterly Meeting staff.  

Personnel and the General Manager are working on improved systems for supporting the work of the 
meeting, be it the care of the spaces, support of events, and technology. 

The Personnel Committee encourages all Friends who have praise and concern about individual Quarterly
Meeting staff to speak to the General Manager. The Personnel Subcommittee welcomes hearing feedback 
and suggestions from Friends throughout the year. 

Please thank all members of the NYQM staff for their work supporting our community: 
Ahmet Baydur, General Manager  
Adam Rubin, Facilities Director  
Melissa Springs, Account Manager
Kim Castaneda, Administrative Coordinator 

15 Street Staff 
Miriam Perez, Tyrone Brown, Huot Sary

Brooklyn Meeting: 
Ceion Lewis, super
Jorge Myles, Dennis Perez. 

A working group of Trustees reviewed different proposals for an NYQM web site with staff, NYQM 
Ministry and Counsel members, and other interested Friends.  Preliminary work on the web site is nearly 
concluded.

Property: 
Under the auspices of the Trustees Property SubCommittee, an Interim Planning Committee 
(IPC)(consisting of representatives from the two Property Committees, Morningside Meeting, 
and Audit & Budget) this year has taken the list developed by the Stone House group of work 
needed at 15th St and at Brooklyn to identify which projects represent maintenance and which 
are Capital projects.  This activity will set the basis for a program of ongoing maintenance and a 
timeline for capital projects.  We have monthly reports from the Property Committees on their 
progress in developing an overall plan for their facilities based on the alternatives identified in 
the Strategic Master Plan.  In addition, IPC has provided oversight for the installation of WiFi at 
both Brooklyn and 15th Street, the plan for the roof repair at 112 Schermerhorn,  the proposed 



Geothermal heating project and the need for a storage building at the cemetery.  In order to 
organize and facilitate capital projects a schedule of reporting to and actions by the Property 
Committees, the Cemetery Committee, Friends Seminary, IPC and Audit and budget has been 
proposed.
The Friends Seminary campus redevelopment project is proceeding on schedule for a projected 
2019 completion date. Urban Projects Collaborative has been monitoring the project on behalf of
NYQM and reporting to Trustees, to ensure that the project is following agreed upon protocols. 
Friends who are planning an event in the 15th Street complex that may be affected by 
construction noise or other impacts should consult with the General Manager.

NYQM and Friends Seminary are, as a component of the property separation, pursuing a joint 
trashreduction program in the 15th Street complex.

In Friendship, Katherine Alford, Wade Black, Bart Dominus, Glenn Josey, Ann Kjellberg, Sheila O’Hara,
Bill Parrott, Mike Phillips, and Lynn von Salis.

Respectfully submitted,
Ann Kjellberg and Katherine Alford, 
CoClerks



Trustees 2018 Goals
 

Evaluate Quarterly Meeting personnel requirements. Develop, memorialize, and execute 
improved standards for personnel toward supporting our programs, rentals, and operations.
 
Execute 2018 Beta projects per approved budget
Goethermal, 112 Schermerhorn roof, Brooklyn window replacement, 15th Street improvements
 
Develop Implementation Plan, including timeline, budget, and mechanisms for longrange 
financial planning and integrating community input
 
Developing property management and tenant relationship consistent with responsibilities under 
our separation agreement
 Lease implementation and responsibilities with Friends Seminary
 Developing positive working relationship with all tenants
 Developing appropriate accounting and reporting procedures
 
Upgrade our digital capacity and accessibility in all formats, to enhance communication within 
the Quarter and our larger community.

  



To:  New York Quarterly Meeting, April 15, 2018


From:  Educational Funds Committee


	 The Educational Fund Committee awards scholarship funds to assist Members  

of New York Quarterly Meeting in sending their children to either Brooklyn Friends 

School or Friends Seminary.  The funds used come from the income of bequests made 

to New York Quarterly Meeting.  Due to an increasing number of Quaker children the 

schools and the rising cost of tuition we have over the years been less and less able to 

meet the assistance of needy applicants.  This year we had assistance requests of 

$81,209 and were only able to provide $52,000 (36%) in assistance.  Assistance was 

provided to three (3) Friends Seminary students and twelve (12) students attending 

Brooklyn Friends.  Almost half were minority children.


	 Friends began our schools to provide a “guarded education” to both children of 

Friends and non-Friends.  In contrast to other independent schools at the time when 

Brooklyn Friends School opened it provided education to both male and female 

students.  There was the belief that Friends had something to offer to our world 

through a Quaker eduction.  Over time as the number of members of the Religious 

Society of Friends have declined and the tuition costs have increased there are fewer 

and fewer Quaker children attending our schools.  Given our desire to have the 

members of our Quarter attend the historic New York Quarterly Meeting schools we 

need to increase the assistance we can provide our children.  Without that assistance 

in the future some Quaker children may no longer be able to attend.  After prayerful 

consideration of this matter the Educational Fund Committee suggests that 2.5% of 

the yearly space usage fee paid by Friends Seminary as part of separate incorporation 



begin to the Educational Fund Committee to be used to provide scholarships to enable 

Friends children to attend Friends Seminary and Brooklyn Friends School.


In Friendship,


Caroline Lane, Clerk


Travis Coombs


Glenn Josey


Barbara Kuessel


Michael Phillips


Tony Shiteme










 Host Task Group Report To New York Quarterly Meeting
NYYM Spring Sessions, Brooklyn Friends School, Brooklyn, NY

April 15, 2018

New York Yearly Meeting’s Spring Sessions were hosted by the New York Quarterly Meeting and held 
at Brooklyn Friends School, Brooklyn, NY, April 6-8, 2018. The Host Task Group was clerked by 
Melanie-Claire Malison, NYYM’s Spring Fall Sessions Coordinator and Liaison, with Zachary 
Edminster, 15th St.; Hugo Lane, Flushing; Melissa Minnich, Brooklyn; Ben Warnke, Brooklyn; and 
convened by Ben Frisch, Brooklyn. Helen Garay Toppins coordinated both the registration and the 
hospitality. Callie Janoff coordinated the many volunteers who rose to help with all the seemingly small
things that made the weekend go smoothly.

Spring Sessions were attended by 131 adults and 4 youth. The Quarter offered hospitality to 14 
participants on Friday evening and 13 Friends on Saturday evening. Knowing the high demand for 
NYC housing that our out-of-town guests encounter, many Friends in the Quarter stepped up and 
volunteered to host visiting Friends. We found it a source of bemusement that not more hospitality was 
needed as many choose to stay further from the city. Pastries and beverages were offered for breakfasts 
with 120 for lunch and 92 for dinner on Saturday. Thirty eight people took box lunches on Sunday. 
Friday night opened with a “Human Scavenger Hunt” focused on ageism as we got to know each other.
Twelve committees met, a threshing session to discern the way forward for NYYM took place on 
Sunday morning, and the Nurture Coordinating Committees were moved into other committees.

Four youth attended on Saturday afternoon and sojourned to the Brooklyn Historical Society, where 
they viewed the interactive exhibit Brooklyn Abolitionists: In Pursuit of Freedom and engaged in the 
library. The four teens in our Youth Program attended Meeting for Business on Saturday morning with 
their Whisper Buddies, so they got to learn about Quaker process and Quaker patience along with the 
rest of us! One young Friend spent his Saturday microphone running and assisting at the Registration 
table. Saturday evening several Friends were treated to an 1-1/2 hour guided meditation with Abby 
Burford of Chatham-Summit Meeting. While our four attending youth seemed to gain much from their 
attendance at Spring Sessions, a lack of children was felt throughout the weekend.

Although time for organizing this Spring Sessions was unusually short, the weekend went well. Two 
significant drawbacks emerged while using Brooklyn Friends School; the two steps up to the front 
doors and the small steps in the meeting house were not in accordance with NYQM’s desire to be fully 
handicapped accessible, and service animals posed a problem for children and dander. 

Friends were generous in their donations to the Equalization Fund and we were pleased to assist 
Friends that requested help to attend.



NYQM Working Group with a Concern for        Quaker Life (CQL)

Since November 2017 an ad hoc group of us have been prayerfully considering the 
needs of our NYQM community:  How can we foster support among our members, 
greater communication and intergenerational bonds, and address some practical 
concerns that may keep members from staying within our meetings?  At summer 
sessions 2017, we were taken under the care of NYQM.  

We are aware that issues of aging affect all of us: 

 Are we prepared to think through for ourselves and loved ones the many health 
and life questions that affect our quality of life particularly as we age into the last third of 
life? 
 Are there better ways to effectively use our resources to provide affordable 
intergenerational housing for Friends?   

We do not have answers yet but we have made progress in framing our work and 
defining our questions. Our frame is one of inclusivity and community building with an 
appreciation that we all have various needs and identities but our answers will be found 
in deeper communication, trust and letting our hearts lead. 

Towards that end, we have received funding for a very preliminary proposal to explore 
housing and community space development in our Quarter. Our initial focus will be on 
the redevelopment of the building adjacent to the Brooklyn Meetinghouse, at 112 
Schermerhorn St. Our intent is to share our proposal with NY Quarter committees for 
seasoning and to bring it to the Quarterly meeting in July for consideration. Please 
direct your feedback to any member of our working group. 

We are also planning a workshop on June 9th at the Brooklyn Friends Meeting 
House which will explore aging and quality of life issues. We hope to make this as 
inviting to all as possible as we are all engaged in how to make meaning of our lives 
and to live as fully in the Spirit as we can. Please hold the date and look for more 
information to come. 

Members: Elizabeth Gilmore, Callie Janoff, Stephen Monroe  Smith, Benjamin Warnke,
Andy Von Salis, Joan Malin, Patricia Glynn, Elena Callahan, Charlene Ray, Joe Gosler,
Kerry Ojakian, John Maynard, Ingrid Schwarzkopf, among others.



10 Clove Lake Place, Staten Island, NY 10310-2713 

718-720-5754     http://nyym.org/statenisland 

Staten Island Meeting 
of the Religious Society of Friends 

 

 

 

Clerk's report to New York Quarterly Meeting – April 15, 2018 

 

 

I was able to attend one day of Yearly Meeting Spring Sessions last week, 

and found much inspiration in it, particularly the threshing session about 

organizational restructuring. I will take that inspiration back to Staten Island 

Meeting when we meet next week for worship and for business, as a discussion of 

simplicity and restructuring will speak to our condition. 

 

 

 

Ted Lochwyn, Clerk  
 



Report to the New York Quarterly Meeting
April 15, 2018

1. Morningside Monthly Meeting continues to meet each First Day for 
Meeting Worship on the 12th floor of the Riverside Church Tower with
Meeting for Children on the 13th floor. Meetings for Worship with a 
Concern for Business were held on February 4, March 4 and April 1, 
2018. Bible study continues on the second Sunday of the month. Our 
welcome breakfasts continue on the 4th Sunday of each month at 9:30 
am, at the Riverside Café of Riverside Church.

2. On the third Sunday of each month, Ministry & Counsel sponsored 
discussions on the Testimony of Integrity, the Testimony of 
Community and Speaking Truth.

3. Morningside Monthly Meeting forwards our nomination of David 
Britton for the NY Quarterly Meeting Nominating Committee for 
approval.

4. The Peace and Social Concerns Committee discussed which 
legislative priorities we would like to ask Friends Committee on 
National Legislation to support.

5. The Meeting approved the following Minute of Concern:
Morningside Monthly Meeting would like to share its concerns around 
the recent firing of Ben Frisch with the members of the Board of Trustees
of Friends Seminary and the Care Relationship Committee. 
Our first concern is for Ben Frisch, a long-term faculty member at 
Friends Seminary. The process of dismissal was abrupt, giving Ben no 
opportunity for growth and change in the areas of concern. Friends have 
faith that our Inner Light helps us grow and change. In addition, the 
school’s portrayal of Ben that is not consistent with the conscientious and
caring person whom we have also experienced as a good listener. 
Our second concern is for the students at Friends. The students who were 
hurt or upset in class by Ben’s joke mocking a Nazi salute, have been left 
with no way to express their feelings to Ben nor to have a better 
opportunity to understand Ben’s background and history that were the 
context for that joke, however ill-suited to the classroom. Healing did not
happen. At the same time, there are many students at the school who con-
sider Ben a mentor and a good teacher. They too have been wounded by 
the abruptness of his departure. We would like to see the school use 
restorative practice and restorative justice in addressing this and future 
situations when hurt feelings and conflicts arise and to reinstate Ben to 



his former position. In this way, everyone is able to have the possibility 
of growing and changing. 
Finally, the school leadership has greatly underestimated the impact of 
this decision on the wider community of people who know and respect 
Ben in a variety of contexts. Many alumni, former teachers and the wider
Quaker community are concerned for Ben but also are concerned about 
whether Friends Seminary continues to be committed to Quaker values 
and practice. This decision and subsequent events have broken the sense 
of community within the school and with the wider community. We 
support the Board of Trustees and the Care Committee, and we urge them
to respect the process and intent of the Essential Principles, Practices and 
Procedures. 
https://www.nycquakers.org/2015/12/26/friends-seminary-essential-
principles-practices-and-proce-dures/ 
6. The Meeting agreed to support the boycott of Wendy’s sponsored by 

the National Farm Workers Union because of its labor practices.
7. Finally we also approved minutes supporting the granting of parole to 

Herman Bell after 45 years of incarceration and a second minute 
opposing the firing of the Parole Commissioners who granted him 
parole, which the Policemen’s Benevolent Association and Mayor Di  
Blasio have requested.

Pamela Wood, Clerk
Morningside Monthly Meeting



FIFTEENTH STREET MONTHLY MEETING 
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 

15 Rutherford Place, New York, NY 10003 
Telephone (212) 475-0466 

fifteenthstreetny@yahoo.com 
http://fifteenth.quaker.org/ 

 
April 15, 2018 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In the last quarter, Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 
met every First Day for two Meetings for Worship, one at 9:30AM and the other at 11AM. 
We continue to hold First Day School every First day at 11AM.  We also have Bible Study 
every second First day at 11AM.  We continued our new time and transition from 
Meeting for Worship to Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business starting at 12PM 
holding meetings on Second Month 11, 2018 at 12 PM, Third Month 11, 2018 at 12PM 
and Fourth Month 8, 2018 at 12PM.  
 
Although Since our last report, our membership has not changed, we have had a 
number of Friends related to the meeting pass, including members of the meetings 
parents and children.  We note that our community is suffering from a number of losses, 
which way heavily on the community.   
 
In February, we hosted the Meeting for Discernment with an attendance of over 70 
Friends.  In March we the Peace and Social Justice Committee and the Arts committee 
Co-sponsored the play "This Evil Thing" A One-Man Play by Michael Mears.  The play was 
well attended. 
 
Much of our work in our Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business focused on the 
situation Friends Seminary and Ben Frisch.  In March we hosted a listening session for 
15th Street members of the Care Relationship Committee.  We sent two minutes to 
Friends Seminary and the Care Relationship Committee.  We will host a Meeting for 
Worship on April 27 at 6:30 members of the Quarter and the School Community are 
invited as noted in the following minute.  
 
2018-4-11:  The Clerk reads aloud a five-page summary of the Friends' Seminary 
Care-Relationship Committee's deliberations and explanations around the dismissal of 
Brooklyn Friend Ben Frisch as well as minutes from the Friends' Seminary Board of 
Trustees' executive committee, and the Morningside and Brooklyn Monthly Meetings. 
    The Meeting understands the difficulty of all involved.  We note that the 
care-relationship committee and the Friends' Seminary Board of Trustees are comprised 
of many members of the Friends community and work with all members of the school 
community to institute Friends' values at the school. 
    In an effort to support the employment of our values at the school, we shall hold a 
meeting for worship.  We invite students, parents, faculty, and quarterly-meeting 
members to attend a worship concerning the Ben Frisch situation, as we wish to build 
stronger ties between our communities.  We invite those in support of Ben as well as 

mailto:fifteenthstreetny@yahoo.com
mailto:fifteenthstreetny@yahoo.com
http://fifteenth.quaker.org/


those who feel victimized by the event to attend.  We note the difficulties that have 
preceded the relationship but wish to work to improve it.  Individual Friends are 
encouraged to follow the EPPP’s to have their concerns heard. 
    We also ask all members of the Friends' Seminary Board of Trustees, especially the 
Friends on the board, to attend the New York Quarterly Meeting next week to best 
explain the Ben Frisch release from employment and tangential events around the 
matter to the quarterly meeting. 
    We ask the Friends' Seminary Board of Trustees to ensure that the students, faculty, 
and alumni petitions are heard and responded to in a timely manner, noting that many 
students will graduate and become alumni in two months. 
    We ask the Friends' Seminary Board of Trustees to articulate guidelines for how 
self-expression may be fostered without injuring others and how those statements will be 
governed if broken and to ensure restorative justice and reconciliation practices are 
employed before releasing faculty from service and students from school. 
    We join with Brooklyn Monthly Meetings and re-request that the Friends Seminary 
Board of Trustees share with the Care Relationship Committee, in a confidential manner, 
the full rationale and underlying facts justifying the release-from-service of Ben Frisch.  If 
necessary, we request that the members of the Care Relationship Committee sign a 
non-disclosure agreement. It is our expectation that the full Friends' Seminary Board of 
Trustees exercise the appropriate oversight for major decisions in accordance with 
Friends' values and the Essential Principles, Practices, and Procedures. 
    We ask all members of the 15th Street Meeting, the Quarterly Meeting, and the 
School community to be cautious of how we speak, so as not to slander and injure 
others. 
    We ask all members of the meeting and the school community to hold each other 
and Ben Frisch in the light as we deal with this difficult situation. 
 
One Friend stands aside. 
 
 
In Friendship, 
 
 
 
 
Glenn Josey 
Clerk, Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting, 2018 



Report of Brooklyn Monthly Meeting 
New York Quarterly Meeting,  Fifteenth of Fourth Month, 2018

Brooklyn Monthly Meeting worships every First day at 9:00 
and 11:00 am, as well as, on Third day at 6:30 pm. Meeting 
for Worship with a Concern for Business was held this past 
quarter on Fourth of Second Month, Fourth of Third Month, 
and First of Fourth Month. There were three memorial 
meetings for worship this quarter; for Anne Romasco,  for 
Joesph Hayman, and for Mia Kissil Hewitt. 

During this quarter we received into membership Richard 
Beck, and Michael Hanson and his daughter Charlotte. Moira 
Rioux and her sons Aiden Rioux-jones and Liam Coel Rioux-
jones transferred their memberships from Sandy Spring 
Monthly Meeting to Brooklyn. Carol; Holmes transferred her 
membership from Brooklyn to Scarsdale Monthly Meeting, 
Barbara Kurd and Angel Ramos transferred their 
memberships from Brooklyn to Rochester Friends Meeting. 

 In addition, a meeting for worship for Ben Frisch was held on
Sixteenth Day Fourth Month. A minute of support for Ben 
was approved at our meeting for worship with a concern for 
business First Day Fourth Month. I was asked to forward the 
minute to NYQM, NYYM, Trustees of NYQM and Friends 
Seminary, as well as, the care relationship committee of 15 th 
Street and the Friends Seminary. 

 2018.4.07  
Brooklyn Month Meeting is disheartened to learn that after 33 years of 
service, Ben Frisch has been abruptly terminated from Friends Seminary.  
We are concerned that Friends’ process and right order was not followed. 
    
We ask the school to share with the 15th Street Meeting care-relationship 
committee, in a confidential manner, the full rationale and proof of any 
allegations for releasing Ben Frisch from employment. We ask the care-
relationship committee to evaluate if this information is of substantial merit 
that requires his removal and is in accordance with Friends' practice.  If it is
not, we call for appropriate resolution and employment of a restorative 
justice and reconciliation practice.



The Meeting minutes that Ben Frisch is a beloved member of the 
community and notes his value and service to our Meeting, quarterly 
meeting, yearly meeting, and Friends Seminary. He is a kind and caring 
person of integrity whose ministry has helped shape our Meeting into a 
thriving community. 

We hold in the Light Ben Frisch, the members of the community and the 
school who are dealing with this situation, as well as the faculty and 
alumni.

We continue to have hymn singing the first First Day of the month, on the 
second First day we have worship on a spiritual text, on the third First day 
we have an adult religious education worship, and on the last First day we 
have a community dinner for our neighbors. 

For Brooklyn Meeting, 

Ted Ehrhardt, clerk.


