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Quaker Life and Selected Activities at Brooklyn Friends School 
 

One of the truly significant and Quaker-related activities that took place 
during the 2016-17 academic year was the joint planning and hosting of the 
2017 Quaker Youth Leadership Conference by Brooklyn Friends and Mary 
McDowell Friends.  The QYLC, an annual 3-day conference gathering high 
school students from Friends schools throughout the US, Canada and the UK 
took place in NYC from February 2-4, 2017. Conference activities took place at 
Brooklyn Friends School, Mary McDowell Friends School,  Brooklyn Monthly 
Meeting House, various cultural institutions such as the Brooklyn Historical 
Society, and various service organizations such as the Quaker United Nations 
Office. 

Mary McDowell teacher Barbara von Salis and Brooklyn Friends 
 teacher Marna Herrity, both members of Brooklyn Monthly Meeting, served as 
the point people for the student/faculty planning committees at their 
respective schools.     

Approximately 200 students and faculty from Friends schools throughout 
the US, and one school in Canada, took part in the Conference. QYLC 
participants heard from keynote speaker Niyonu Spann and a panel of social 
activists, visited NYC cultural sites, participated in community service projects 
and student-led workshops, and had the opportunity to make connections with 
one another.   

 Brooklyn Monthly Meeting member Joan Malin received a spontaneous 
standing ovation from the QYLC students when she was introduced as the 
President and CEO of NYC Planned Parenthood at the start of the panel.   
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Our NYQM Clerk, Andy von Salis, volunteered as a tour guide to a large 
group of students and chaperones that visited Ground Zero and the 9/11 
Tribute Center.  Brooklyn Monthly Meeting member Leslie McCarthy served as 
a volunteer guide to students and chaperones touring historic Brooklyn 
Heights.   
 In the Spring of 2016 student planners from Brooklyn Friends and Mary 
McDowell began their work together by choosing the prescient theme of 
“Bridging Communities.”  Working throughout the fall and early winter of 2017, 
the dedicated student planning group envisioned, discerned, and implemented 
the details for the upcoming conference.   Planner Amanda Becker, BFS Class 
of 2018, shared the following QYLC reflections:  
        “It was a wonderful experience planning and participating in QYLC 2017. 
I had an amazing time getting to know, collaborating with, and learning from 
Mary McDowell Friends School students and faculty, many of whom I had not 
met before.  

One thing I really enjoyed about the process was that it was very student-
focused and guided. The student initiative that was encouraged by the faculty 
added to the experience, as students were trusted to organize such a huge and 
important event. It made each individual feel as though their participation in 
anything from logistics to activity brainstorming, counted.  

Also, the fact that our group was relatively small meant that each person 
got to contribute to the conference in various capacities, doing things that they 
knew they were good at and trying new tasks too.  

The meetings were always fun, and even at the most stressful moments, 
when we were short on time or our plans did not turn out the way we wished, 
the community we established supported each other and worked well together 
to keep moving forward.  

I left the planning period with more than I had expected and could have 
asked for. When the conference rolled around, our preparation served us well. 
Even when we had to improvise, we knew each other’s strengths and 
weaknesses, communicated effectively, and were able to pull it all together.  
 At QYLC 2017 I felt very comfortable being myself and I could see that 
others were too, especially during the Coffee House, one of my favorite parts of 
QYLC. 
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Another great part of the conference this year was the last Meeting For 
Worship. It was an invigorating and inspiring experience to be in that meeting 
as other students, including myself, reflected on the impact of QYLC and what 
lessons it taught them that they wanted to take home.  

Some highlights from the conference included: the social activist panel, 
after which the QYLC 2017 community that had just been created stood 
together in support of Planned Parenthood; the Coffee House; the dance party  
and games; handing out leaflets on tenants rights with a new friend who I am 
still in contact with today;  the final Meeting For Worship; and leading my 
Leadership workshop. 
 To sum it up, QYLC 2017 renewed the participants’ appreciation for 
Quaker pedagogy and the Quakerism as a whole and reminded them all of  why 
it is so important to make a commitment to better the world, no matter who 
one is or how small the act one choose to do.” 
 
Here is a link for a video about QYLC 2017:  https://vimeo.com/203353915 
 
 
Work Related to NYQM African Education Committee/Kisangura: 
 

Brooklyn Friends continues to develop its relationship with the 
Kisangura Friends Schools in rural Tanzania.  Last April 15th Street Monthly 
Meeting member Tony Shitemi came to share stories and a slide show from his 
youth growing up in Kenya with our Middle School students.   

Tony’s talk was followed by an Upper School student-led Earth Day 
presentation on water supplies throughout the world.  Brooklyn Friends 
continues to work with the Kisangura primary and secondary schools in their 
quest to develop their access to clean water. Middle School faculty member, 
Kevin Cooney spoke about his work on low-cost, low-technology Bio Sand 
Filters that he has carried out during several recent trips to Tanzania.   
 In the days following this assembly Middle School students viewed an 
exhibit of drawings created by students at both Brooklyn Friends and 
Kisangura Friends.  The exhibit was designed to help both groups of students 
learn more about one another.  Drawings addressed these topics: animals the 
students saw near their homes, what is a typical dinner they eat, who are the  
members of their family unit, and what is one activity they enjoy outside of 
school.    
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BFS students met in advisory groups after viewing the exhibit and wrote 
questions to their peers in Tanzania.  These questions were sent to the 
Kisangura students and will be the spark for an ongoing cultural exchange. 
Donors to the New York Quarterly Meeting’s African Education Committee  
annual fund raising drive were invited to view the drawing share exhibit last  
May. Seventh grade student docents led the guests through the exhibit, 
explaining the project and answering questions. All of the visitors were very 
impressed with the knowledge, passion, and compassion displayed by the 
docents.  

The Middle School Student Council, as it has done every year since 2006, 
sent a donation to the NYQM African Education fund raising drive that provides 
financial support to Tanzanian children to attend the Kisangura schools.  

To learn more about the BFS-Kisangura sister school relationship and 
drawing share, please view this video podcast: https://youtu.be/vm-7vvbrD94 
 
Quaker Witness Day 

First presented in 2015, Quaker Witness Day is a program jointly 
sponsored by BFS and the Brooklyn Monthly Meeting. It is an opportunity for 
Friends and those working for Quaker organizations to talk about the witness 
they bring to the world for social justice and environmental issues.  
  This year, Quaker Witness Day, organized by Tom Rothschild, BFS 
Consultant for Quaker Outreach, took place on Wednesday March 8. During the 
time set aside for Quaker meeting, students went to a presentation of their 
choice. Some presentations were 20 minutes long, allowing students to go to 
two sessions, and some took the full 40 minutes. 
 An evening program at the Schermerhorn Street meetinghouse, free and 
open to the public was also held. All the morning presenters also participated in 
the evening program. Most of the presenters were also available to meet with 
interested groups of students or to come and participate in classes.  
 An annotated list of the presenters follows below: 

40 Minute Sessions: 
 Panel of Quakers Visiting Standing Rock  

Standing Rock! Mni Wiconi! Water is Life! #NODAPL! 
Quaker Friends who were "called" to travel and support the largest 
cooperative Native American pipeline resistance action in 2016-17 will 
gather together as a panel.  Each person traveled out there at different  
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times during the action, bringing new eyes and different views . We plan to 
share our experiences and engage in a discussion about what it is like to be 
"allies" in an “Indigenous Centered community," as well as possibilities for 
ongoing engagement. 

 Peter Blood & Annie Patterson Standing on the Shoulders of Giants: 
Quaker Witness through Song  
Singing was an integral part of justice movements in the past. How can 
we use singing to inspire our struggles today? We explore this question in 
song and discussion. 
Long-time Quakers & activists, Annie Patterson & Peter Blood (creators of 
the songbooks Rise Up Singing & Rise Again), have devoted their lives to 
creating change through song. Activist Studs Terkel called their songbook 
a “play-work-fight-freedom hymnal". 

 
Twenty Minute Sessions: 

 Dr. Linnea Capps  
I am a physician.  I went to medical school with the intention of working 
with patients in a poor, underserved community.  I spent the first years of 
my career in Harlem.  I then became interested in global health and 
worked for 2 years in El Salvador. For more than 15 years now, I have 
been working in an organization called Doctors for Global Health.  DGH 
works in communities in El Salvador and southern Mexico helping them 
with prevention and basic primary health care. DGH calls our work 
Liberation Medicine, which is defined as  “the conscious and 
conscientious use of health to promote human dignity and social 
justice.”  This focus comes from the ideas of Liberation Theology, which 
interpreted the teachings of Jesus as a radical call for equality and caring 
for each other.  As a Quaker I feel that this work allows me to share my 
knowledge and resources, and promotes global collaboration, social 
justice and health as a human right. 

 Margaret Lechner, Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP): from 
prison to Posada 
 AVP has been referred to as ”the best thing Quakers have given the 
world since the Peace Testimony,” though it is important to give equal  
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 credit to the incarcerated men who co-founded the 
program.   TRANSFORMING POWER, the core concept of AVP; is a belief 
that reaching for the good in ourselves and in others makes it possible to 
transform potentially violent situations.   Our Quaker Witness Day 
session will combine AVP activities with stories of how AVP is healing 
individuals and communities impacted by incarceration, civil strife 
religious violence, in the US and around the world.   

 My own journey with AVP began in Indiana public housing 
and county jails. It has led me to 3 continents and deep friendships with 
lifers in maximum security prisons.   I will share my experience of calling 
and “way opening”, To hear more about AVP from my incarcerated 
AVPer’s colleagues, view “When You Hear the Word Violence”.  “Soy 
PAVista” shares the voices of Latin American AVPers.  Both are on 
YouTube.  

 Mary Eagleson: Right Sharing of World Resources 
http://www.rswr.org/  
 RSWR appeals to me because I believe that what makes us human is 
the ability to share with each other. We start at home, or in nursery 
school. We learn not to grab our sister’s doll, our brother’s toy truck. We 
learn that life is better when we’re not fighting over toys or food. I think 
the same principle applies between peoples. How can it be right when 5% 
of the world’s population uses 30% of the world’s resources? When 
obesity is a major health problem in industrialized countries, but nearly 
one billion people in the world don’t get enough to eat?  
 Starting 50 years ago, Right Sharing of World Resources has been 
working to change that. We work to help very poor people in three 
countries start small businesses, using capital donated by not-so-poor 
people in the United States. And we work to help not-so-poor people 
experience the joy of knowing they have enough to share and the ability 
to do so responsibly. I’ve served on the board of RSWR for 14 years, and 
before that, on the New York Yearly Meeting’s RSWR Committee for 13 
years. The part of the work that always makes me choke up a little is 
reading about the income-generating projects, and knowing that I can 
help make those projects happen. 
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 Rachel Madenyika, Quaker UN Representative and Anna Mijnlieff, 
Programme Assistant  
QUNO -- the Quaker United Nations Office 
The Quaker United Nations office has represented the concerns of 
Friends at the United Nations since 1947. We seek to transform the UN’s 
work on peacebuilding and the prevention of violent conflict through a 
holistic approach, such as the inclusion of voices from conflict affected 
areas. In bringing together people from diverse backgrounds we build 
awareness of the need for peaceful approaches to problems. In these 
ways QUNO approaches issues in a uniquely Quaker way. In our session 
we will speak more about QUNO’s working methods at the UN, looking 
mostly at our work on peacebuilding and the prevention of violent 
conflict using quiet diplomacy methods.  

 Melissa Minnich - Providing Housing for the Homeless.   
 For six years, I have worked in supportive housing in New York 
City, working with hundreds of adults who have been homeless and now 
have a permanent place to live. The organization I work with, Breaking 
Ground, works with our homeless brothers and sisters every step of the 
way – from providing 24/7 street outreach teams throughout the city to 
safe havens and drop-in shelters to permanent housing, where clients 
have their own apartments to call their own, often for the first time in 
decades.  
 Many of the clients I work with have a history of mental illness or 
incarceration that has led to their being homeless, making them easily 
cast aside by our society. As a Quaker, I believe that every person 
deserves equal respect and that the life experiences they bring to the 
conversation enrich rather than diminish our world; for this reason, I 
strive to make their voices heard each and every day whether it’s at an art 
workshop in our back courtyard or lobbying at City Hall. 
 

Bridge Film Festival  
 Founded and directed by BFS faculty member and Director of Media 
Services Andy Cohen, The Bridge Film Festival is an international festival of 
student-made films from Friends Schools and Meetings worldwide. It is  
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dedicated to making and supporting films that depict Quaker values in action. 
2016-17 was the 18th Bridge Film Festival. Andy presented works from BFF 
alumni/ae as part of the Quaker Youth Leadership Conference at BFS. It was a 
great opportunity to share films made by these burgeoning filmmakers, with 
messages in line with the spirit of the festival, to inspire so many student 
representatives of Friends schools from around the country. Additionally, the 
Judges’ Choice Awards 2017 was presented via a video that was made available 
to all of Friends” education via the Bridge Film Festival YouTube channel.2 
    
                           Judges’ Choice Awards 2017 
Documentary Award: “Being Other”, George School 
Narrative Award: “Simply Sophie”, Tandem Friends School 
New Media Award: “An LD Student’s Educational Journey”, 
                                        Delaware Valley Friends School 
Public Service Announcement Award: “Be a Friend, Not a Bully”, 
                                         Friends School Mullica Hill  
Spirit of the Festival Award: “Mannequin Challenge-Peace and  
                                                             Stewardship”, 
                                                             Tandem Friends School 
                    
Restorative Justice 
 Faced with a serious and complex disciplinary issue involving two Upper 
School students at the beginning of the 2016-2017 academic year, BFS 
administrators sought out the guidance and assistance of Priscilla Prutzman, 
Executive Director of the Nyack branch of Creative Response to Conflict.  

With more than 25 years of experience in conflict resolution and peace 
studies, Priscilla led a two-month restorative justice process with BFS 
administrators and faculty advisors, as well as the students and their parents, 
that was ultimately responsible for reintegrating the students into the BFS 
community. 
 Restorative Justice is being used in a variety of public and independent 
school settings in greater New York City and other areas. BFS benefitted greatly 
from Priscilla’s guidance and leadership in its first experience with this process. 
 
      -8- 
 
 
 



Collaboration with Brooklyn Monthly Meeting in Responding to the Death 
of a Middle School Student 
 In response to the tragic and unexpected death of a student in early 
March, 2017, Brooklyn Monthly Meeting co-operated with the BFS community 
in hosting two events that were greatly appreciated by the student’s family and 
the student’s many friends and classmates at BFS.  

The first was a Celebration of Life primarily attended by Middle School 
students, faculty, and parents at the Schermerhorn Meeting House on March 14.  

The second was a Memorial Service, requested by the student’s parents, 
that filled the Meeting House on May 20.  
 BFS shares with the parents the deepest gratitude to Brooklyn Meeting 
for its help and support in responding so meaningfully to a bereaved family and 
the Brooklyn Friends School community.   
 
Senior Trip to Sidcot Friends School (UK) 
 From June 15-21, 2017, 34 graduated seniors accompanied by 5 Upper 
School faculty members, including Head of Upper School Sidney Bridges 
participated in Sidcot Friends School’s annual Festival of Peace as part of a 
touring program that included London and areas surrounding Bristol, the 
closest city to Sidcot Friends. A tour group of Sidcot Friends students and 
faculty will be visiting New York City in February, 2018; and BFS is already at 
work coordinating plans for the visitors 
 
Sesquicentiennial 
 As Brooklyn Friends prepared to celebrate its 150th anniversary in 2017-
18, the Advancement Office organized a number of projects involving historical 
research, documentation, and analysis. 
 The early history of Quakerism at BFS, particularly the role of the 
Women’s Meeting in starting the School, BFS’ initial status as the first co-
educational elementary school in Brooklyn (public or private), and the dynamic 
leadership of women principals during the 19th century, are all proving to be 
important and interesting themes for ongoing sesquicentennial research. 

The Spiritual Life sub-committee of the BFS Board of Trustees initiated a 
monthly community Meeting For Worship last fall, scheduled conveniently after 
morning drop-off for parents and caregivers.  A special called Meeting For 
Worship was held on Wednesday, November 9th, the day after the presidential 
election. 
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Regular Quaker News:  

Many BFS faculty and staff members participated in Friends Council on 
Education conferences, workshops, and peer network activities over the course 
of the school year.  We had representation from teachers in the Lower, Middle 
and Upper School divisions at the Council’s Educators New to Quakerism 
workshops. 
 Dr. Larry Weiss was invited by Pennsylvania Association of Independent 
Schools to serve as Vice Chair of the 10-Year Accreditation Committee for 
Friends Select School in Philadelphia, March 12-15, 2017. 
 The Spiritual Life sub-committee of the Board of Trustees initiated a 
monthly community Meeting for Worship last fall, scheduled conveniently after 
morning drop-off for parents and caregivers. A special called Meeting for 
Worship was held on Wednesday, November 9, 2016, the day after the 
presidential election. 
 
Staffing Transitions 

Whitney Thompson, after working at BFS for 21 years in positions that 
included: teacher of Quakerism; Assistant Head of Middle School; Dean of 
Faculty; Assistant Head of School; and Academic Dean departed from BFS in 
June, 2017 to become Head of School at Tandem Friends School in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. Leaving Brooklyn Friends with Whitney were her 
husband, Trefor Davies an outstanding Upper School Math Teacher for 17 years 
whose work also included many successful years as Coordinator of the 
International Baccalaureate Program, and their sons Oscar and Fred. 

On July 1, 2017, Seth Phillips began working at BFS as Assistant Head of 
School. Seth graduated from Brooklyn Friends in 1981 and from Haverford 
College in 1985. He is a member of Brooklyn Monthly Meeting and is rejoining 
BFS after a 31-year career at the New York City Department of Education, 
distinguished by long-time service as Principal of PS 8 in Brooklyn Heights and 
Founding Principal of MS 8 in downtown Brooklyn. Seth’s daughter Claire and 
son Own are current students at Brooklyn Friends. 
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Financial Condition 
     For FY2016-17, preliminary pre-audit figures indicate that Brooklyn Friends 
School completed the year with positive net operating income of approximately 
$526,000 and net assets as of June 30, 2017 that stand at approximately $22.8 
million. 
     The BFS Advancement Office once again surpassed its goals with total 
contributions over $1 million. Current parent participation in Brooklyn Friends 
Fund donations stood at 89%, surpassing the prior year’s record of 88%. 
 
Demographics: 2016-17 
Total Enrollment: 910 (FC=50, PS=98, LS=319, MS=242, US=201) 
Total Faculty: 166 full-time employees 
Faculty/Student ratio: 1:5.1 
Total Faculty/Staff: 248 full-time employees 
All Staff/Student ratio: 1:3.7 
Faculty of Color as % of Total Faculty:  35% 
Students of Color as % of Total Student Body: 40.1% 
Quaker Students: 28  (3.1% of total) 
 
Socio-Economic Diversity: 2016-17 
Need-based financial aid as % of Gross Tuition: 18.59% 
% of students receiving financial aid: 31% 
 
Tuition:  2017-18 
Tuition for Family Center is $15,400 to $36,300 
Tuition for the Pre-School is $20,100 to $33,600 
Tuition for Kindergarten through Third Grde is $39,100 
Tuition for Fourth Grade through 12th Grade is $41,400 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
              Marna Herrity          Larry Weiss 
Clerk, All-School Quaker Life Committee      Head of School 
 
               Steven Burwell                                          Edward Oliver 
Co-Chair Board of Trustees                            Co-Chair Board of Trustees 
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